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with Tony and Michelle as well as
you did with us.

BOB LORENZ
SIDRE
“In the September edition of the
National Newsletter there is an
article regarding the Levels
renewal. In the article is stated
that “all Level IV renewals, after
review by the Region Educator,
will be forwarded to Phoenix for
Processing.” This statement is
in error and any information
forwarded regarding that should
be corrected. The statement
should have read “All Level IV
renewals will be forwarded
directly
to
Phoenix
for
processing. It is not necessary
nor required that Level IV
renewals be reviewed by the
Region Educator. Thank You.”

We have a new International
Assistant Director Rider Education
added to the Rider Education core.
Welcome Tony and Michelle Van
Schaick. Their duties will be the
Data Base administrators. Their
responsibilities will be to enter all
the data for all the levels. The level
applications do not go to them
directly; use the proper chain of
communications for your District
or Region, as in the past.
All Canadian applications and
forms are to continue to be mailed
directly to Gordon Murphy.
Linda and I hope you will work

Tony & Michelle Van Schaick
Assistant International Directors
Rider Education
94 Edwards Circle
Oswego, NY 13126-6068

GWRRA President Mike Wright
had an article in the Wing World
pertaining to members who where
not considerate enough to leave
other members material objects
alone. (Motorcycles and Trailers)
Not only did you think of only
yourself, you also created a hazard
for the member you upset. I am
positive the member who had their
Wing moved or trailer shoved into
a wall, left with more on their mind
than riding. What is supposed to be
on the riders mind? SEE, scan,
evaluate and execute. That was far
away from some member’s minds
as they pulled away from Wing
Ding.
I really hope this action
doesn’t happen again and that this
action hasn’t caused any incidents
or the loss of a good member.
INSIDE
1.
2.
3.
4.

Important Correction,
Welcome Tony & Michelle,
Inconsiderate Members
Weather Changing Roads,
Renewals & Value, 3 Years vs.
2 Years, SLPR
SLPR continued, Trailering,
Level Report Format, Fall
Hazards

To sum up the riding this year it
has not been at all favorable. We
have had to weather out many
weekends and stay close to our
“Frogg Toggs”. If anyone is
planning to ride the “Blue Ridge
Parkway” for a fall leaf ride, I will
warn you of some detours. Check
out the route prior to leaving, as gas
stops will have to be planned. The
off routes they have set up are just
as nice, some have more curves so
plan to use your scan for the curves
not the pretty colors. Stop and take
pictures or a break to view nature,
do not risk your ride. This is just
one of the many places that have
problems. Check all areas of the
southeast if you are planning a trip.

By
Tony and Michelle Van Schaick
AIDRE
It is time to start thinking about
renewals for your Rider Ed levels
(II through IV) again. These are
due January 1st and represent a
commitment
to
the
ideals
of GWRRA Rider Education.
People who sign up for a
new Level between October and
January 1st automatically are good
for 2005 as well. We previously
recognized that no one wanted to
sign up late in the year and have to
renew right away.
For our frugal minded Members,
this component of the Rider Ed
Program represents a value of as
much as 15 months for the price of
12 months; a 25% savings! It also
means that renewing Members
have taken on the responsibility to
ensure their training is up to date –
remaining current on courses like
First Aid, CPR, various riding
courses and Co-Rider seminars.

The year pins for renewal of Level
II and III sport the YEAR-2 label.
Bars to hang from the main pin say
YEAR-3, YEAR-4, etc. in military
fashion. The cost for these is $2
and is provided in the renewal fee.
This barely covers the material cost
and postage – little if any profit is
found here!
The style is a bit different for Level
IV renewals. The main hanger pins
say RENEWAL, and the bars that
hang from it are chronological –
e.g.: 2005, 2006, etc. Depending
on how long you have been a
Master Tour Rider, the cost for
renewal is $10, $7.50, $5, or
FREE!
Life Members get a break as
renewal is free for all levels. If they
want a pin or bar, they are asked to
pay $2 with their renewal
application. Level I never requires
renewal and for all levels, the
highest level attained is all that
need be renewed.
If you see someone wearing Rider
Ed Level Program renewal pins and
bars, you know they don’t mind
letting everyone else know that
they have gone the extra mile to be
ready to serve. Last we knew CPR
is something you cannot perform
on yourself!
Does it add piece of mind knowing
you have friends that can help you
if you need it? We see brand new
riders at MSF courses breath a little
easier knowing that there is a
trained care provider in the class.
We suspect that riding is enjoyed a
little more with similar knowledge.

Did you get your Riding
Course in for 2004? If not,
what might have caused this
oversight? Did you forget to plan
for it last year? Many courses are
already over for 2004. Wing Ding
would have been a great place to
take a class to improve or refresh
skills. Maybe Dallas was a bit far
or perceived as too hot in July.
Since the 2005 event is in Ft.
Wayne, you have a great chance to
get it done there.

In any case, make plans now for
early courses next year. If you
couldn’t find an MSF ERC class
nearby, get those Educators busy
organizing a class. Find out the
schedules and ensure you collect
enough people in your Chapter to
have those classes filled! Don’t
allow the scheduled courses be
cancelled because there was not
enough people signed up.
Contact the District Educators and
request a Riding course at your
District Rally next year. Help them
plan ahead to ensure there is a
volunteer instructor available.
Don’t let anyone procrastinate and
find themselves in your position
today.

3 Years Versus 2
As a reminder, the “Approved
Riding Course” as well as the CoRider Seminar is now good for 3
years. We still recommend you
have the training more frequently
(some think it is a great idea too,
and do so annually).

Slipper (SLPR) and
Press to Lean
Tony & Michelle Van Schaick

If it has been a while since you
attended a riding course, you may
never have heard the words in the
title of this section. The Motorcycle
Safety Foundation (MSF) once
taught that proper turning technique
involved a four step process called
Slow-Look-Lean-Roll.
Recent advances in the training
curriculum have changed the
“Lean” step to “Press”, which helps
people understand how to get the
bike to lean. The novice or
untrained rider typically leads with
the shoulder or tucks their chin in
while looking to start the bike into
a turn.

(SLPR continued)
Taken to an extreme, the time
wasted getting the bike ready to
turn (using body lean) can be
critical if that is done during an
emergency swerve.
Simply, the bike does not need to
swing away just before entering a
curve. Just press on the handlebar
in the direction of the turn, and it
will lean for you – keeping you
more upright.
If these techniques have you reexamining you’re riding technique,
please join the countless others that
have signed up for professional
training by a qualified Instructor or
Rider Coach. After taking a course,
all those people with 25-30 years
riding experience are telling me
that they are amazed that they have
survived on a motorcycle so long
without training. They can’t ALL
be wrong. You owe it to yourself to
find out what you have been
missing!

Dennis & Kathy Hull
North Carolina

Please feel free to pass on the
following information if you feel
that it might be useful to someone
you know:

Use TWO safety chains with a
weight rating at least double the
total weight which you expect to
tow.........include the base weight of
your trailer and all of the contents.
Your two safety chains must be
affixed to a point that is attached to
the frame of the bike, NOT just to

the hitch itself. The purpose of this
method of attachment is so that if
the hitch fails, your safety chains
will not automatically fail with it!
Your two safety chains must be
fastened to the bike with some type
of device, which is at least equal in
strength to the chains themselves.
As an example, at our September
meeting I showed a "snap clip"
type of fastening device, which
happens to be rated at only 170
pounds. Actually I showed two of
these devices, one fresh out of the
package and one with which I had
connected a short length of chain
together into a loop. I then placed
the short loop of chain on the trailer
hitch of my four-wheeler, put my
foot into the loop, and put almost
all of my weight on it before it
disintegrated. Be warned that
many trailers which you purchase
will come equipped with this type
of sub-standard device to fasten the
chains to the bike. On the other
hand the screw type of chain link,
which can be purchased at Wally
World, Lowes, etc, will be rated at
around 880 pounds.
Your two safety chains should
cross under the trailer tongue so
that a cradle is formed. The chains
should be cut, or otherwise
adjusted, so that there is just
enough slack to allow a full turn
without binding, but without an
excess of chain hanging down in a
useless, sagging loop.
With
sufficiently short chains, crossed
under the trailer tongue, if the hitch
should fail (whether it is a common
trailer hitch ball or a heim joint
type of connection) your trailer
tongue should remain supported
under the bike until you can bring
the rig to a safe stop. One chain
could allow the tongue to pull off
to one side of the bike, too much
chain will allow the hitch to run up
underneath the rear wheel, and
chains which are not crossed will
allow the tongue to fall directly
onto the ground, where it is likely
to "dig in" causing the trailer to
flip.

The coupler on your trailer tongue
should be adjusted so that there is
sufficient slack to allow the coupler
to turn freely on the ball, but not so
loose that there is any chance that
the coupler can come loose from
the ball. A good item to add to
your T-CLOCS inspection list
would be to check the adjustment
of the coupler on the ball whenever
you hook up your trailer. This
inspection should also include
checking the bolts that fasten the
hitch to the bike'
s frame, and the
bolt, which fastens the ball/heim
joint to the hitch.
Use a good quality of lube on the
ball/coupler so that there is reduced
friction between the two. You can
purchase a small container of trailer
hitch lube in the sports/trailer/auto
section of most any auto or sporting
goods store, however I have also
found over the years that a small
plastic jar of Vaseline, or other
petroleum jelly, works just as well
as the trailer hitch specific lube, it
is a bunch cheaper and you can
purchase it everywhere.
After fastening the coupler to the
ball and making certain it is secure
you should immediately (so that
you won'
t forget) use some type of
safety device to make that
connection permanent. A short bolt
with a Nyloc type locking nut
works well, however a trailer hitch
lock can be purchased for a small
sum and it will add some small
amount of theft prevention to your
trailer. I'
ve been told in the past
that "my coupler has a little locking
clip on the bottom of it that keeps it
latched".......WRONG, WRONG,
WRONG!!!! Do not rely on that
little locking clip to keep your
trailer securely following your path
of travel..................hit a large bump
and the question becomes not "if" it
will fail, but "when" it will fail.
Be aware that your trailer is your
responsibility and any damage,

(Continued)
Injury, or death, which it may cause
if it becomes detached from your
towing
vehicle,
automatically
becomes your responsibility also.
You do not want to be merrily
riding along on the interstate only
to see your trailer come riding past
you no longer being attached to
your motorcycle. Likewise, you do
not want to come to a stop at the
signal light of a busy intersection
just to see your trailer continue its
path into that intersection.
This information is not meant in
any way to be all-inclusive. This
hasn’t touched on lighting, tires,
wheel
bearings,
suspension
adjustments, the proper loading of
the trailer, etc. It is intended,
however, to help make all of us
aware
of
the
tremendous
responsibility we have to assure the
safe towing of our trailers, and
point out some common sense (but
often overlooked) methods to make
that responsibility more tenable.
I am relative newcomer to this
trailer towing thing since I only
bought my first Time Out camper
in 1979, so if any of you have
comments or suggestions which
you feel I should add to my
“Trailer Towing Safety Portfolio”
please let me know. Also if you
have any questions that I might
help you with please contact me.

by
Tony & Michelle Van Schaick
If you were King or Queen for a
day ……
Here is your chance to let the
customer decide how they want the
tool to look like. We are looking
for your help in determining what
format the Rider Education Levels
Report should take. If you like it
the way it is, as you have received
in the past or want it modified for
sequence/location
or
content,

please contact Tony & Michelle
Van Schaick at (315) 342-7438 or
avansch1@twcny.rr.com.
Some
requests will possibly conflict but
we will try our hardest to make this
the best tool it can be. Would you
like it issued more frequently than
once a quarter? Does the Region,
District, or Chapter Educators have
different needs? The idea is that
this is like selecting your next
president. If you don’t provide
input, you shouldn’t feel bad if it
isn’t what you want. Please help us
provide something that helps YOU
as an educator or supporter to do
your task. Thanks in advance for
being proactive!

HAZARDS
As we enter the fall riding season,
lets be more alert or some of the
safety hazards that come with this
time of the year.
Do tire pressure checks before each
ride as the cooler temps will change
the pressure.

Keep clean your windshield, visor,
goggles or glasses, to reduce the
glare from the fall setting sun. It
seems we always take the Chapter
dinner rides toward the west in
October.

The animals are on the move
mating, storing food, and just plain
restless. I rode 25 miles to a
training class last weekend and I
observed 20 road kills. My ride was
not through the countryside.
Leaves on the road can have hidden
hazards. Out riding you encounter
leaves on the road, even if they are
dry as can be, give yourself more
following distance from anything
front of you. The dry leaves fly
around, although it is an impressive
site to watch, but the smaller pieces
you do not see will be headed for
your eyes. Yes they can swirl

around the windshield and fairing
to find your eyes.

Layers can give comfort in riding
gear. More layers in the AM and
less as the temperature increase. If
you are lucky enough to still be out
riding as evening comes, you might
need to add layers. If you add
enough, when you stop for the ice
cream on the way home, you will
not be too cold to eat a scoop or
two.

If you happen to encounter some
morning dew, be extra alert to the
temperature, as 34 degrees and
below the dew becomes black ice.
Black ice is not easy to recognize,
but is as it says ICE. Many roads
have been resurfaced during the
warm months. These roads can also
be a hazard with a fall rain. It takes
more time for the rains to wash off
the oil that is on top of “fresh”
blacktop.
Along
with
new
pavement is newly painted road
markings.

This last road hazard really gets me
excited, “repairing of cracks in the
pavement”. The material that is
used is supposed to be done to
specification, according to ODOT.
This is what raises my blood
pressure, the State contracts the
repairs to a vendor whom they have
no control of. The State guide lines
are the patch can only be 2 or 3
inches wide and not to run a
constant long distance, which you
know they don’t follow. The
problem is you can have a 2 or 3
inch wide patch then a one inch of
pavement and another 2 or 3 inch
patch and so on. There is no check
to ensure they are following specs.

RIDE SAFE

