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Wing Ding 2008 Masters Breakfast
This year we have gone back to having a
Thank You to Bob Kekis, Rider Education Master Breakfast, although not quite so early.
RIDER EDUCATION DIVISION
Webmaster
Invitation letters are being mailed the first
DIRECTOR RIDER EDUCATION
week of April to the current Level IV Master
I
would
like
to
take
this
opportunity
to
Mark & Mary Zingery
Tour Riders. Level IV Master Tour Riders
Thank
Bob
Kekis
for
being
our
Web
Master
Voice: (213)845-0382
can also contact Member Services at (800)
for
the
past
few
years.
Bob
has
held
many
E-mail: mzingery@chartermi.net
roles within GWRRA being very dedicated 843-9460 to purchase and reserve their
tickets.
ASST. DIRECTOR RIDER EDUCATION and focused to Rider Education. Bob has
Mark & Mary Zingery- Director Rider
done an excellent job creating and updating
Tony & Michelle Van Schaick
Education
our
website
to
what
it
is
today.
On
behalf
of
Voice: (315)342-7438
the
Rider
Education
Team,
I
want
to
say
E-mail: avansch1@twcnv.rr.com
“ We’ll get by with a little help from our
Thank You to a job well done.
friends.”
DIRECTOR CPR/FIRST AID MEDIC
FIRST AID PROGRAMS
Larry & Rhonda Stiles
Voice:(508) 567-1307
E-mail: larrystiles@msn.com
DIRECTOR RIDER COURSE
PROGRAMS
Bob & Althea Berry
Voice: (520) 744-2025
E-mail:
berryconsulting@comcast.net
RIDER EDUCATION WEB MASTER
Mike and Lori Stiger
(517)769-4824
E-mail:wstiger@dmci.net
DIRECTOR DRILL TEAM
Jim Graybeal
E-mail: arizonadrilltam@cox.net
DIRECTOR MOTORIST AWARENESS
TBA
ASST. DIRECTOR CANADIAN
OPERATIONS
Dave & Anne Hay
Voice: (250) 923-8664
E-mail: dhay@telus.ner

ASST. DIRECTOR CANADIAN
OPERATIONS

Milton Sorensen

E-MAIL: milton.Sorensen@shaw.ca

(PS: I have asked Mike Stiger to assume this
role for now in addition to his Region
Educator position. Any suggestions you
may have regarding the Rider Education
Web pages, please direct them to either Mike
or me.)
Welcome to Milt Sorensen, Assistant
Director Rider Education Canada
Milt Sorensen, formally Region J Educator,
will be working with David Hay as Assistant
Rider Education Director in Canada. Dave
has taken on a new role at work, which is
going to occupy more of his time for the
next few months and has asked Milt to lend
him a hand. These two will give the Rider
Education program an excellent leadership
team in Canada.
Rider Education Seminar Presenter Data
Base
Tony and Michelle VanSchaick have taken
on the database for the Rider Education
Seminar Presenters along with maintaining/
upgrading the current seminars and
developing new Rider Education Seminars.
Requests for All Seminar Presenters New
and Renewal Applications can be mailed to:
Tony & Michelle Van Schaick, 94 Edwards
Circle, Oswego, NY 13126-6068.

I have been holding off finishing this
newsletter because of the content that I
wanted to include here. One of the major
strengths of Rider Education in GWRRA has
always been the people, their talents and
commitment. Nothing brought this closer to
my mind than the great response I continue to
get whenever we encounter new challenges.
Our Educators and their supporters are envied
and admired beyond GWRRA for what they
have done and what they do. Your desire to
always put you best foot forward, and the
actual strides when you start steppin’ out,
continue to amaze me. You have the burning
desire to pass on your knowledge to your
fellow riders and to make it as safe as
possible out there on the road.
I share this with you and since I became an
Educator in the early 1990’s I have always
wanted to find a way to expand this task
beyond my immediate circle of friends. I
became a licensed riding instructor and teach
for 2 driving schools and I became a Senior
Instructor of the RCMP Motor Officer
course. For years I have been trying to align
our shared safety goals with my full-time
employment but it never came to fruition.
The timing was never right and the desire
was not shared by all concerned.
Prompted by the 300% increase in fatal
motorcycle crashes last season here on
Vancouver Island, major public concern over
the loss of life and injury and the attentiongetting riding styles, I have been offered a
chance to make that difference.
I have been appointed the full time
Coordinator of a project aimed at reducing
crashes and improving riding attitudes.
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Details will be forthcoming soon with
media releases and advertising, but it boils
down to education and enforcement. I will
be training our Members in what to look for
in the way of illegal modifications and
appropriate legal remedies. I will also offer
hints for effective enforcement and court
action. We will also be educating the Public
through a media campaign, posters and
brochures. The emphasis for car drivers will
be to actually SEE the bike, for the riders
without any formal training to take an ERC,
ARC etc. and for the riders who insist on
riding aggressively and unsafely…what to
expect in the form of prosecution. We will
be using everything from helicopters to
“unconventional” Police vehicles.
In order to make this all work I will be
working all over Vancouver Island pretty
well from now till mid October, mostly
evenings and weekends. I will be away
from my computer except when I come
home for a few days between events. I will
have my cell phone and laptop with me but
any response times will be affected by the
mobility. I will also unfortunately not likely
be able to attend any rallies.
I open this newsletter talking about the great
people we have as GW Members. It’s because of
you folks that I know we will be able to continue
to make things work. I will let you see a portion
of a letter I wrote to Milt Sorensen, Region J
R.E.

“I was greatly impressed with your skills
and passion over the past times we have
spent together on the phone, on email and
especially in person. You literally saved the
day at Billings and I cannot say enough
about what I saw first hand. You have the
same passion that I have and I know you
have a wonderful commitment that few
demonstrate in any position. I was
wondering if you would consider coming on
board as my right hand man and taking up
the slack that I will find impossible to
provide till this is all over? I have been
aware for some time now that this is more
than a one man show and I couldn't think of
anyone that I know who would be better
suited for the job. I will pass everything I
have over to you and assist in any way that
I can. I have some support from great folks
in J, K and L as RE's and DE's and I know
they would be happy to, in turn, assist you.
Mark would be the final arbitrator in cases
of any "solomon decisions". This is not
rocket science, just lots of hard work and
happy feelings when you see the results.”
I have asked Milt if he would join me as my
assistant to help in the workload that this
job requires and he has agreed to accept the
position. Mark Zingery has approved the
appointment and Milt will step up as soon
as he can arrange his schedule. I will be

will have access to all renewals and I
will be sending the renewal forms to the
Region Trainers/MFA Coordinators
instead of MFA sending them out. This
will allow us to have accurate records on
the number of classes taught. It will also
allow time to correct any errors. Each
Region Trainer/MFA Coordinator has
control of how the program operates as
the Region Training Center Coordinator.
There will be more to come as we move
forward. Your Region Trainer will be
contacting all of you on this matter. I am
hoping to have the new guidelines you
have been waiting for out shortly. With
changes in MEDIC FIRST AID® taking
place and the new format presented to
me a few weeks ago, I again will be
changing some of the wording in our
guidelines to make it easier to
understand.
Also, a new program is being
Dave & Anne Hay formulated which will be introduced
Asst Director Canadian Operations shortly and will involve all CPR/First
Aid instructors in all recognized
organizations. Once the forms and cards
have been approved we will announce
this wonderful program. It will finally
recognize all of you who have given the
membership the live saving training they
deserve.

sending him much of the paperwork etc.
and that includes the signed Instructor and
Seminar cards. He will send them to the
region Educators to be cascaded down to
the local and individual level. All
correspondence should be forwarded
jointly to me at my normal email address
( use dhayster@gmail.com if the telus
account bounces) and to Milt at
milton.Sorensen@shaw.ca . Milt will
triage them and keep me in the loop about
what is happening.
This is a learning process for all
concerned and I beg your indulgence as
we make all the parts fit properly. It will
have a trickle down effect and we will be
letting you know of some further changes
coming up very soon. I apologize in
advance for any hiccups we will have, but
my experience with hiccups has always
been that things always feel much better
when the spasms finally stop.

On March 31, 2008 an article came out
stating that the American Heart
Thank you for making GWRRA MEDIC Association has given approval on
FIRST AID® the best program available mouth to mouth with no breaths. No
in any motorcycle organization. MEDIC comments have been received regarding
FIRST AID® has recently updated their this from MFA, but I will keep all
Region Trainers in the loop as soon as I
program to a new system to allow
organizations to manage their operations find out their position. At this time we
will do as we have been taught BUT we
with more authority. I will soon be
should make sure we make the students
granted access to their website with a
special code in order to run our operation aware of this possible change. If you
in a more efficient matter. I have sent to have any questions, contact me any time
via email.
all Region Trainer/MFA Coordinators
Larry & Rhonda Stiles
some of the new procedures which they
Director
of CPR/First Aid
will inform their Trainers and instructors.
Any questions, please contact your
Michelle & I are anxiously awaiting real
Region Trainer or myself.
My position with MEDIC FIRST AID® is spring weather here in the northeast. For
those of you in the southern areas that
as Training Center Director. All Region
Trainer/MFA Coordinators will be listed have been enjoying some cooler weather
as Region Training Center Asst.Directors. to ride in, consider riding a few extra
Your other Trainers will be classified as miles just for those that are still waiting
District Trainers, and any MFA Instructor for the snow to melt, and the sand and
salt to wash away. We spent a weekend
Coordinator will be listed as District
Coordinators. You will be responsible for in Fayetteville, NC a few weeks ago and
forwarding all paperwork or emails from were pleased to see Gold Wings and
other motorcycles on the roads – even in
me to your instructors or trainers and
the rare rain. Keep it safe out there!
everything should come to me and not
directly to MEDIC FIRST AID®.
Renewals will be sent to you from me in a
timely manner to give to the Districts. I
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We are asking for help from the Region
Educators and their District staffs for a
couple of items. First, we are happy to
take on stewardship of the Rider Ed
Seminar Presenters and Seminars. Folks
have already started sending their two
year renewals to us and renewal cards are
being sent out. Keep in mind that
Seminar Presenters must present
seminars and complete the renewal
application every two years to be
considered active presenters. It is an easy
form to fill out and is available from the
forms page on the GWRRA website. The
address will be changed on the form from
Mark Zingery’s address soon. You can
help by checking the seminar presenter
card of the presenters who will be at your
Chapter, District, or Region activities to
ensure they are up to date.
As for the second item, we are reminding
folks that the only “official” GWRRA
Rider Ed Seminars are the ones on the
GWRRA website. We know that many of
these are in need of an update. Now that
there is someone specifically assigned to
take care of these, we would like to begin
assembling a new version of each
Seminar – starting with some of the
oldest versions (Road Captain, Team
Riding, Co-Rider, and Trailering). There
are a few unofficial “modernized”
versions out there already that were
prepared by some talented individuals
skilled in building PowerPoint
presentations, and similar graphical
formats. These can become the beginning
of the transition to a new version of these
courses. We are asking that those who
wish to have their version considered as a
full revision or be used in a “best of”
final product submit them to us for
review. These will be reviewed,
incorporated all or in part, then approved
as the next new GWRRA official version.
Speaking of seminar presenters, one of
the ways to keep active is to present a
seminar (or more, grin!) at this year’s
Wing Ding in South Carolina. In the
past, we have coordinated the Riding
Courses, but this year it will be the
Seminars. If you would like to teach core
Rider Ed seminars such as Road Captain,
Motorcycling for the Mature Rider, Team
Riding, Co-Rider, Motorcycle Crash
Scene Response, Trailering (the seminar)
or any other Rider Ed related
informational seminar, please let us know
when you would be available (Time and
Date) and what you want to present. If
you have a non-core seminar,

Please send a final copy for review before it
will be considered for Wing Ding
presentation.
Finally, we have just been told that
programming support is now being applied
to the upcoming on-line Rider Ed Levels
Database. Once ready for data, we will be
asked for information to populate the
database with. Some Regions and Districts
have been sending us the most recent
updates they have on a monthly basis.
If you haven’t done so recently, and wish to
get all that hard work you have input to
update your Region/District spreadsheets, it
is time to make that final push. Anything we
give the programmer is work that no-one
will have to repeat once the final version
goes live. Please ensure your data uses the
format that was sent out on 12/31/06 to
minimize conversion confusion.
Always remember: Friends don’t let friends
learn by accident!
Tony & Michelle Van Schaick
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