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Let us take some time this month to
remember all those that have gone
before us and all the veterans that
have lost their lives for our
freedom.
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It is with great respect and
admiration that I say to Mike and
Judy Wright, Thank You for your
time as Executive Director. You
not only did a great job running and
overseeing our Association, your
dedication resulted in many
benefits for the members. I know
you and Judy have been our
personal friends for many years;
you knew no strangers, only
friends. You gave the same great
kindness and consideration to all
you met. Mike has always been
involved in Rider Education and
has supported the program to the
utmost. Mike and Judy, enjoy your
free time, if you get any, coming
back to Indiana to family and
friends.
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The entire Rider Education Staff
wishes you well and God Bless you
with health, enjoyment and
relaxation.
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We now have the pleasure of
announcing the appointment of
Donal and Cindy Brock as the new
Executive Director of Gold Wing
Road Riders Association. They
held the positions of Regional
Trainer, Regional Director and the
tough one, Chapter Director, plus
more. Don served in Viet Nam
twice, worked as a Project Manager
at
Volpentest
Training and
Education Center.
We will be looking forward to
meeting and giving a GWRRA
greeting to Don and Cindy at Wing
Ding in Fort Wayne, “The Big
One”. Best wishes in your new
position and the Rider Education
Staff is here for your help and
support anytime.
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Nothing
like an old pair of
boots
As we enter riding season full of
vim and vigor we also add a year to
the body parts. The new Experience
Rider Course talks about aging and
the mature rider. I happen to be a
prime example of this. “If I would
have known it was going to be this
painful being old, I would have
taken better care of the body when
I was younger”

•

When hung in a window, place
the blue union in the upper left,
as viewed from the street.

•

Is it appropriate to fly a flag
that has fewer than 50 starts?
Yes There is nothing wrong in
flying a historic flag.

•

Can my Company decide to fly
a flag at half-staff for a former
employee?
No Only the President of the
United States or your State
Governor can order the flag to
be lowered to half-staff.

Hopefully all riders start slowly
and build up to the longer trips. The
preparation and conditioning is as
important to riders as it is to
athletes. I have seen a lot of red
faces already this year from no
preparation from the sun.
****************************

Do you know how to properly
display the American Flag? There
are many times I see the American
Flag improperly displayed. After
reading what is proper or improper
you will, as you tour this summer,
see how many do not know the
proper way of using “Old Glory”
This is a great site for information
on the Flag:
http://www.ushistory.org/betsy/flag
etiq.html
These are some of the requirement
for displaying the American Flag:
•

When the flag is displayed on
a car, the staff shall be fixed to
the chassis or clamped to the
right fender.

On my motorcycle, I have two
flags, the US flag and a POW/MIA
flag. How should they be
positioned?
The US flag should always be
on the right, as shown in the
above picture. The POW/MIA
or other flag flies on its left,
which is the viewers right
facing the motorcycle.

Road
Hazards

Last fall deer were one of the top
hazards for riders. That time of the
year the deer are running with only
one thing on their mind. We had a
lot of mishaps but now we have the
little ones that are crazy.

Spring time brings out a lot of other
animals. We live close to a wildlife
refugee and there are always many
types of “road kill”. You must be
very alert to their scampering
around and crossing the road.
Nature’s creatures do not always
make it to the other side of the
road. This caused a problem a few
years back going to work taking a
curve as I had for 32 years. When I
saw the ball of fur on the edge of
the road, as many times I had, I
continued thru the corner. Oops,
there was more than the fur ball on
the road. I should have looked at
the road surface to see what was
still there.
Sometimes education is taught the
hard way. It has me looking at the
entire roadway now, especially as I
get close to leaning the bike.

MFA®
By

Larry & Rhonda Stiles

In some of the country we are
having great weather and the
Wings are out enjoying this fine
weather. I understand the Midwest
is being hit by snow and it is almost
May. Is it ever going to change so
we can enjoy nice weather?
The MEDIC FIRST AID®
Instructors
throughout
our
organization have been doing very
well. I was going to give you a
report but when I start to finalize it,
class rosters keep coming in which
is outstanding. I think the way
several of the Regions are going,
we will be at an all time high in
students being trained before Wing
Ding.

MFA® continued
With tax season now over, my
sanity is back in place (if that is
possible) and we can move forward
in getting the results of training out
to you.
We have new Instructors being
certified which is great. Some
Regions that have been slow at
getting started are now getting
MFA Coordinators in place for
each District. This will help the
Region Educator and Coordinator
so the students do not have to wait.
Great job Trainers!
More Instructors are being trained
in other programs available from
MFA®, so the membership will
have more to choose from. As soon
as we get the updated results
finished, they will be emailed to the
MFA® Trainers and Region
Educators. They will be able to
inform Instructors on how they are
doing in their Region.
We need your help. Some
Instructors are still sending in Class
Rosters on the old MFA® roster
sheets. All Instructors should be
using the new GWRRA MEDIC
FIRST AID® Class Roster that you
can print from the GWRRA Rider
Education website. Please do so
immediately.
MEDIC FIRST
AID® INTERNATIONAL INC
has moved. The new address is
1450 Westec Drive, Eugene, OR.
97402. Therefore, the old rosters
are void.
Please send all Class rosters to your
MFA Coordinator or Region
Educator. NO class rosters should
be sent directly to MFA. We will
not be able to give you credit for
the class. We also will not have the
records you may need in the future.
We are looking for some dedicated
Instructors who would like to help
us teach at Wing Ding. We only
have six so far, all from Region D.
We need at least 18 more MFA®
Instructors to help us. We have two
classes going each day at Wing
Ding
except
Thursday.
On
Thursday there will be one class in

the morning, if there is enough
participation.
Please let your RE, DE or MFA
Coordinator know that you are
interested in helping out at Wing
Ding. We also need shirt sizes of
all Instructors who will be
volunteering, so we can be sure you
will get your shirts.
We thank all of you for the fine job
you are doing. Have a safe summer
and hope to see you down the road.
Ride Safe, Ride Smart

Reviving the
GWRRA Survivor
Program
By
Mike and Lori Stiger
Region D Educators

A few years back the GWRRA
Rider Education introduced a new
program call the “Survivor
Program”. Its purpose was simple.
Like the “Ladder of Risk” we talk
about in the new ERC class, things
happen and accidents can occur.
Some are serious but because of
their use of Proper Riding Apparel
and/or training they received
though the Rider Education
Program, their life was spared.
They are the living proof why our
Educational
program
“Saves
Lives”.
I don’t subscribe to the notion that
“There are only those that have
gone down and those that will go
down”. Mental preparedness and

tuned driving skills will reduce
your risk of having an accident.
However, circumstances do arise
that require emergency braking, a
harder press through the corner, or
a quick swerve to avoid an obstacle
in the road. They always come
upon you suddenly and your level
of training and experience will
determine your reaction time and
path of travel. If an accident does
occur, in all cases the use of Proper
Riding Gear may be the deciding
factor of more serious injuries or
loss of life. For those members
who this has happened to, it is a
traumatic experience and one they
wish that no one else ever has to go
through. They have chosen to share
their experience in a letter of
testimony to me and become a
GWRRA Survivor. Their desire is
to spread the word to others that the
program does save lives. With the
support of Tom Taggart, and the
District Educators, we have
decided to revive this worthy
program. The District Educators, or
their staff, will personally award
this certificate to our Survivors. We
will create a special section on the
Region website that will share their
testimony and picture with the rest
of our members. Our hope is that
this testimony will be a powerful
motivator for our members to
consider the use of Proper Riding
Apparel and additional training
through the Rider Educator
Program
Where can you find this certificate?
At
this
web
site:
http://www.gwrra.org/regional/ride
red/pdf/Survivor.pdf
As the article states the Region D
Staff has this program ready to go.
The certificate is great recognition
for a member who took the time to
be a part of GWRRA’s Rider
Education Program. They applied
skills learned to help reduce or
eliminate an accident. We hope
other Regional Directors will also
put this program in place. If any
Regional Director is interested in
how Mike & Lori are doing their
program give them a call at 517769-4824
or
e-mail
wstiger@dmci.net

ARE YOU
LOOKING FOR A
NEW HELMET?

All helmets are not created equally
or fit everyone the same. You are
looking for new helmets and you
really want them to color match
your new Gold Wing. Your corider is complaining that the brand
you have picked is pinching in
different places. You notice a little
pinch here and there, but it will
wear in. Maybe it will, maybe it
won’t. There are different shapes of
helmets within the same brand.
Some are football shaped, softball
shaped, taller or shortened from top
to bottom. Some are more cut out
in the back for people like me who
have no neck. Remember it should
fit snug but no pinch.
Some folks remove some of the
comfort padding to help the helmet
fit better. Does this effect the
helmet protection? Although it is
not part of the three major parts it is
still the comfort padding! The three
major components are not effected;
outer shell, impact absorbing liner
and the strap.
To learn how Snell testing program
works you can check this site.
http://www.smf.org/testing.html
DOT testing is done by the helmet
manufacture. The standards are set
by
National
Highway
Transportation
Safety
Administration.
DOT has announced there will be
an update in testing. FMVSS 218,
also known as the DOT motorcycle
helmet standard, has set the
minimum adequate requirements
for US street motorcycle helmets
since the early 1970'
s. Except for a
few procedural refinements, this
standard is essentially the same as
it was when it was first adapted
from ANSI Z90.1-1971 which was
its predecessor.

This notice announcing is the first
real overhaul and has been awaited
since 1997 and had been expected
earlier this spring.
Both Snell and DOT testing
systems are there for our
protection. Snell testing is a step
above DOT testing as the
manufactures must submit their
helmets to Snell and be subjected
to more requirements in testing
than DOT tested helmets.

May is “Motorcycle Awareness
Month”. Although we try to spread
Motorcycle Awareness all year,
May is the month that has been
dedicated
to
Motorcycle
Awareness. We ask all members to
spread the word to help vehicle
operators be more aware that we
are back on the road. Sharing the
road is important to all. The saying
“go with the flow” helps traffic
move easier and causes less strain
on driver’s tempers. When you see
an arrow with information that
there is a lane closed ahead, how
many will try to get ahead of every
one in the open lane, only to make
both lanes have to apply brakes to
make room for those who wanted
to gained
2 car lengths.
Meanwhile some one at the rear of
the traffic may slow down and get
hit from behind.
Display yellow ribbons on your
motorcycles, on your other
vehicles and post the signs that the
GWRRA Motorist Awareness
Division is selling. Contact the
news media for all the free press
you can get. Tell your neighbors
that we will be out on the roads on
our two wheels and look us as we
look for them.
So far this year has not provided a
lot of good riding days. As we
teach the Motorcycle Safety
course, it is very noticeable that

those who learn to ride in rain and
wet conditions learn how to accept
the limits of themselves and the
motorcycle. The main word in the
sentence is ACCEPT, yes you
must accept the limits and adjust
your riding to what those limits
are. It may be a lot slower than you
want to ride, but riding within the
limits will get you there safely. We
do not want to push the envelope
as they say. The cold and wet
riding will affect your capabilities.
If needed, stop, keep dry and warm
as best you can. Your reaction time
is greatly affected and the cold will
sneak up on you.

Road
Characteristics
Road characteristics are not
discussed as much as I would like.
What are they? One can be a
change of color of the road way,
which could mean road repair, a
new road surface or something on
the road such as water, oil or dirt.
Another characteristic about the
road is the types of surfaces from
old road pavements. Heavy trucks
run the same path which creates
the pavement to be lower where
they drive and higher in the center
of the lane. If you pull a trailer you
know what I am referring to. You
need to think about the road
camber or lean. Are the lines paint
or the new white rubber? What are
tar snakes? This is the tar that is
put on cracks in the roadway to
seal the cracks. Some of it is
applied too thick or too wide and is
not a good place for a motorcycle
to travel. Keep a look out for any
strange
or
uncommon
characteristic you may find.

Education + Practice
= Safety

