
     
‘Tis the Season – OK, not that one… 
As a new riding season approaches for a number of us (in varying degrees – pun intended), 
instructor training opportunities will become available. Look to the Rider Ed website for 
Instructor Certification Courses (ICCs) and Rider Course Instructor Certification Preparation 
(RCICP) courses under “Scheduled Rider Course Instructor Training”. We recently added 
another one to the list, and have been made aware of at least three others in the planning 
stages (an ICC for TC in Americas Heartland Region E –IL, an RCICP for TRC in Great Lakes Region 
D - OH, and an RCICP for ARC in Region L). As you can see, the groundwork of volunteers is 
paying off as we continue to grow the instructor base in GWRRA. 
 
Wing Ding Volunteer Riding Course Instructors Sought 
We are still looking to complete the roster for Riding Course instructors needed for Wing Ding. 
Currently, there are openings for ERC, TC, & ARC instructors. If you or someone you know will 
be at Wing Ding and can spare a few hours to potentially save the life of one of our “Friends for 
Fun Safety and Knowledge”, contact us for yourself or have the interested friend contact us. To 
ensure that Instructors are certified to teach GWRRA Members, they do need to be current in 
the GWRRA Rider Ed Levels Program at Level III or above, in addition to obtaining their initial 
certification or maintaining recertification requirements of teaching at least two courses in a 
two year period. New instructors previously trained by sources such as the MSF need only apply 
using the N.13 form to obtain their GWRRA Riding Course Instructor number. Instructors who 
were not trained previously must have completed their initial GWRRA training through a Riding 
Course Instructor Certification Program. As in the past, we don’t foresee having the time or 
resources to conduct a 40 hour RCICP at Wing Ding. When contacting us to volunteer, please 
include your shirt size and an on-site telephone number, along with any preferences for a day 
(or days) to teach. If you have previously volunteered to be placed as necessary, we still need 
your shirt size and phone contact information. By the end of February we will need to place the 
shirt order. After that, our best estimation may not get you the size you need if you wait too 
long to commit. 
 
Range Location CHANGE for Wing Ding 
We have located a new range that will better accommodate us for Riding Courses at Wing Ding. 
It is larger, with a better surface, and does not require dealing with TSA Security. Instructors 
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won’t require a pre-site-entry gathering of students prior to processing through an entry check 
point. We eliminate the delay caused by inspections/searches of bikes and personnel entering a 
secure area. It removes the need to pay TSA Security guards to watch over the people on the 
airport grounds. Instructors won’t have to compete with aircraft in close proximity to be heard. 
Spectators will have access...  
So what is the catch? Actually it is a good trade-off. The facility is 8 miles further past the 
airport on the same road. That equates to around 0.2 gallons of gas each way using a 40 mpg 
figure. The extra ten minutes spent traveling to the new site will more than be made up by 
eliminating the security which would have been required to get to the airport site. The extra 
space will allow us to use full size ranges. It will specifically eliminate the requirement to 
request approval for a modified range for the MSF ERC courses. A GWRRA certified Riding 
Course Instructor and International staffer has been at the site recently and reports that the 
ranges have very good surface, and should work well. Measurement verification is planned 
next. If the reported dimensions are accurate, we have already developed a range layout which 
efficiently locates 6 ranges on the site. A big thanks goes out to the TN District Educator and 
GWRRA’s International Director of Rider Education for pursuing this improvement. 
TEAMWORK! 
 
Strong ICC candidate(s) needed for Wing Ding (TRC, other?) 
We are moving ahead with plans to certify a new Master Instructor(s) and Master Instructor 
Trainer(s) at Wing Ding. If successful, we will have filled one of the gaps where these people are 
most needed. It will further allow a cascading of new candidate training to meet the Region 
goals for training. One of the prerequisites will of course be a candidate as a new instructor in 
an ICC. The present need is for a TRC instructor candidate who will participate in an ICC at Wing 
Ding. More may be offered if additional course ICC opportunities develop. We will gladly 
manage the information, but need everyone’s help “data mining” – identifying candidates and 
notifying the TEAM of needs for your area. If you know someone ready for an ICC that will be 
coming to Wing Ding, this is your chance. Contact us! 
 
TTRC Revision 
A review of the current 2008 Trikes with Trailers Course (TTRC) on the Rider Ed Riding Course 
Instructor secure website reveals a student prerequisite of having completed a Trike Rider 
Course (TRC) in the previous three years. By its stated design, it is also not an accepted course 
for consideration in attaining or maintaining Level II or above in the Rider Education Program 
Levels Program as an “approved riding course”. The major reason is that there is no classroom 
component which conveys all of the information included in the prerequisite training. We plan 
to revise the TTRC and test it prior to Wing Ding so that the class is a stand-alone, approved 
riding course of similar duration to the TRC. 
 
Wing World Article - TTRC offering at Wing Ding and Registration 
Since the current Wing Ding registration forms do not recognize the existence of the TTRC 
offering, we have written an article to be included in a future Wing World issue (target for April 
but not later than May). There is some interesting material related to the background of 



GWRRA Riding Courses you may find interesting. Watch for it in a future issue of your GWRRA 
magazine. We would be happy to forward you an advance draft if desired.  
 
Trikes & Bikes convention 
Some of you may have noticed a new convention being sponsored by GWRRA’s Home Office 
and hence supported by the International Staff coming up at the end of September. It is listed 
on the main website page. We will be presenting riding courses and seminars at the event. 
Looks like a busy time for Appalachian Region N, with the West Virginia District’s Down Home 
Rally in Summersville on June 16-18, Wing Ding in Knoxville on July 6-9, KY District’s “The Blast” 
in Somerset on August 5-7. Wings Over The Smokies (NC District convention) in Fletcher on 
September 22nd - 24th, then the Bikes & Trikes event in Bowling Green, KY on September 30-
October 2nd, followed by Virginia District’s Rally in the Valley on October 6th - 8th in Salem. There 
will be plenty of opportunities for instructors and students during the convention season in 
2011 – a virtual Rider Ed buyers (OK, attendance) market! If you can’t make it to a convention 
or get Rider Ed Riding Training in Region N in 2011, you ain’t tryin’… 
 
Renewal Cards 
A decision has been made by the International Director of Rider Education after weighing all the 
feedback offered on this topic. We have decided to discontinue issuing renewal certification 
cards for PLP Facilitators, Seminar Presenters, and Riding Course Instructors. We will continue 
to provide cards to newly certified people, and offer replacements cards upon request at no 
cost. Renewals will be confirmed primarily via email with a reminder of the new expiration date 
for record keeping purposes.  A number of renewals were intentionally delayed by our 
predecessor and then us pending this and other decisions. We ask for your continued patience, 
and understanding that if you are waiting for action by someone else to get your renewal 
information to you or into the database, it is not necessarily their fault. Other volunteer work is 
currently taking precedence so these have been prioritized at a lower level, especially 
considering that most instructors who need their information updated for a renewal won’t 
need the update for some time to enable them to teach. If there are situations where an 
Instructor need the renewal processed and database updated sooner than we plan to get to 
them, please let us know so we can accommodate you. We do not wish to minimize the 
importance of your renewal certification, but offer another perspective. After reading the 
entire bulletin, you will have a greater appreciation for all the things we are trying to do to 
improve the Riding Courses and material to make your training easier. If you see something on 
the plate you would like to volunteer for, give us a shout. We are all part of a TEAM and your 
assistance would be much appreciated. 
 
Allowance for Range Size Modifications on the Horizon? 
We are looking into obtaining formal approval for a practice that some may have turned a blind 
eye to for years. It never made sense to us why GWRRA would demand rigid compliance to 
range sizes and obstruction restrictions, and then break our own rules even at the annual Wing 
Ding conventions. It is easy to cite what amounts to an excuse that “it is all they gave us to work 
with.” In the end, the instructors made the final call (not without some considerable pressure) - 



keeping the safety of the students at the forefront of the decision making process. Imagine 
making the decision to cancel all the riding training at a large event like Wing Ding… 
 
After doing a little research, we located some verbiage that makes sense - from a surprising 
source. Many of us think that motorcycle training’s big hitter MSF is very rigid and allows no 
modifications to ranges. In reality, they have a process to make minor changes at the discretion 
of the Rider Coach and a formal process for approval of range modifications to accommodate 
smaller numbers of students, smaller areas, etc.  
The chief complaint we hear about these days is the availability of suitable range facilities. It 
seems that many are just not completely devoid of obstructions like islands, light poles, 
drainage gratings, etc. These might otherwise be useful if instructors were allowed the latitude 
of making a decision whether the item could be avoided with slight adjustments of the range, 
while not sacrificing any margin of safety to the student. We will be developing our own 
GWRRA adaptation of this common sense approach to send on for review and approval. This 
would be a big win for the Membership, since it would free up a number of range sites that 
were already very close to meeting our standards for unobstructed area. Of course the 
modification decision would also come with increased responsibility to the instructor making 
the change. Our GWRRA Instructors will be notified if this becomes a reality! 
 
New Forms 
Our predecessor Eric Carlson was kind enough to share with us some forms that represent the 
efforts of a number of instructors from multiple Districts, Regions, and countries which will 
improve and simplify riding course administration. Thanks to all of those who provided input to 
make this happen. Once a minor change to the numbering is made, these will be uploaded to 
the Rider Ed website in appropriate places as individual forms. At a later date, the packaged 
instructor material in instructor guides will be revised to remove these forms (other than a 
listing) so that future changes need not duplicate the effort required when implemented. In the 
interim, it will be up to Instructors to check for the most recent copy of forms as well as course 
presentation material prior to conducting courses. These forms include: 

N.17, T-CLOCS, Current version 3.09 
N.18, Trike Check, Current version 2.08 
N.19, Trailer Check, Current version 4.08 
N.21, Sidecar Rig Check, Current version 5.08 

 
and New N. forms: 
 

N.25, Rider Course Completion Card Tracking Sheet 
N.26, Rider Course Waiver 
N.27, Rider Course Accident/Incident Report 
N.28, Rider Course Student Evaluation Form 
N.29, Emergency Notification Data Sheet 

Keep an eye out for these when they hit the street. We will back the release up with a future 
communication to alert our valuable instructor corps. 
 



Instructor Guides 
GWRRA has been successful refining our courses over the years – some more than a decade – 
and we have a pretty good product available to our Instructors. With the exception of major 
improvements that might become necessary do to unforeseen reasons, we plan on limiting 
revisions to course material so we have something more stable to use. As an Instructor we 
always dreaded the changes that only slightly improved the materials but caused us to have to 
reprint large Instructor Guides and new sets of Range Cards. We DO still want your feedback on 
course improvements, so that when we target a course for change (one a year seems 
appropriate as necessary) we can implement small suggestions with major revisions. The TTRC 
will be the target for 2011. You can see from the section in this Instructor Bulletin immediately 
preceding this topic that some administrative changes are coming to simplify the administrative 
burden. We have no desire to make our Instructors reprint a full set of new material if only a 
few pages change. It IS possible to change one or two pages at a time rather than changing the 
footer and revision number on every single otherwise unchanged page. Instructors could 
reference an inserted “List of Effective Pages” with a date for each page impacted by a change, 
and a page number such as 3“a”. This will allow users to quickly identify small changes since 
they last taught or printed the materials, while maintaining the overall revision number intact. 
Printing a limited number of pages, especially those with lots of color, will speed up the 
updating process and incur less expenses for our valuable volunteer Instructor TEAM. In a later 
major revision, we would then repaginate the document. This technique has been proven 
successful over the years in major institutions like the US military. See, some things a 
government does do make sense and are efficient. 
 
TTRC ICC Certificate of Completion 
The 2008 course being recently made available on the GWRRA Rider Ed Riding Course Instructor 
secure website will require the development of a new ICC Certificate of Completion. This will be 
prioritized, completed, and posted when ready. 
 
New MOU for MIs and MITs 
Thanks for those Master Instructors (MIs) and Master Instructor Trainers (MITs) who completed 
and submitted a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) protecting sensitive Member contact 
information. This allowed them read-only access to the database training records of 
prospective instructors, enabling them to help confirm certifications and prerequisites. We 
received some feedback that there were many things that did not apply to Instructors included 
on the Rider Education version of an MOU. We are aware that the Operations Officer MOU is 
different. Whether it becomes a form of its own, or the current N.3 gets changed, expect a 
document that makes more sense for the intended application. 
 
Advertise for Efficiency - Contact us with ICCs and RCICPs 
Keep on letting us know when you sponsor or participate in an Instructor Certification Course 
(ICC) or a Rider Course Instructor Certification Preparation (RCICP) course. If we can help fill up 
the course with students or instructor candidates, our valuable MIs and MITs will be used more 
efficiently. Wouldn’t you rather train a full class than a bunch of smaller classes? Think outside 



both District (state/province), Region, and even country boundaries. We can list your instructor 
class on the GWRRA website to increase your exposure. Let us help you! 
 
Communication versus Waiting – the Proactive Approach 
Instructors – do you know if your local or neighboring District is planning to conduct a riding 
course at their annual convention or designated training weekend(s)? Are you aware of the 
Riding Course goals the District or Region Educators have in mind for 2011? You may be a part 
of it but not even be aware of it yet. If you are expecting someone else to “use you” so that you 
can meet your minimum course conduct requirements in the recertification period of two 
years, you may be standing on the sidelines watching your certification expire. Are you willing 
to let all that work to get trained go to waste? Do you feel a sense of responsibility for the 
effort another volunteer MI or MIT put into your qualifications? Please honor them and 
yourself by making the most of your collective efforts. Initiate contact if you have not already 
been approached. You just might get to know a new friend with a common desire, but without 
your certification to act on it. If you don’t know who your local District or Region Educator is 
and how to contact them, we would be more than happy to assist you. 
 
District and Region Educators – let’s put the shoe on the other foot now. Are you planning for 
success in your area where it concerns Riding Courses and Instructors? Have you contacted 
them and worked toward a common goal, shared by everyone in the resource pool, which 
benefits the Membership? It would be a shame if a good instructor lost his or her certification 
because there were not enough courses being offered in your geographic area of responsibility. 
Is the need for training great in your District/Region? Have you made any plans or 
communicated the need to get new Instructors, or even MIs or MITs developed? Considering 
that many of our volunteers have similar situations, have you provided them ample opportunity 
to arrange vacation time or plan for time to teach at your event? Have you given the local MI or 
MIT an opportunity to perform a quality review on training that has been scheduled in your 
area? They also need to do this to maintain their certification. It helps GWRRA present a 
consistent product when we perform these instructor assist visits. Since the Instructor is 
required to coordinate courses with the District and/or Region Educator, the MIs and MITs 
often get left out of the loop. Please help us provide a better product for the Member. Training 
taken in one area should be substantially similar to that received in another. If you don’t know 
who your local instructor TEAM is and how to contact them, we would be more than happy to 
assist you. 
 
The bottom line is that when we work together as a TEAM, the Members that we all serve have 
the most to gain. Some may know of Districts that raffle off Gold Wings, with the proceeds 
going back to the Member in the form of free riding courses and medical training. That might 
be a lofty goal for some right out of the box, but consider that even those successful Districts 
started somewhere. If you never take the small initial steps, the likelihood of success is 
minimal. The old joke about “How do you eat an Elephant?” comes to mind…  Exercise the 
power to take control of your own destiny. 
 
Masters Recognition Eligibility 



Since many of our Riding Course Instructors are certified Level IV Master Tour Riders, this 
section is to inform you that the Masters Recognition Program eligibility is updated for 2011 on 
the Rider Ed website. Check it out to see if you qualify! 
 
 


