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  2003 
 
Greetings to the New Year 
 
 We are a year older and wiser. 
Some times the knowledge we get 
comes to us the hard way. We 
refer this as the “School of hard 
knocks”. We can change that with 
education. Make a good New 
Years Resolution, “get proper 
training”.  
 
Here are some monthly thoughts: 
 

January 
Jumping into the New Year with a 
reminder, check your membership 
card and you’re Rider Education 
Levels for expiration date.  
 

February 
Finish the trip plans, make 
reservations and get yourself 
scheduled for training, to bring 
your REP levels current. 
 

March 
Many will be riding to the south for 
the annual Bike Week. Some in 
trucks and a few will take a chance 
on their Wing. Please take care 
either way.  
 

April 
A sunny day will bring out the 
Wings. As the showers bring out 
flowers, it also brings out winter 
road dirt and potholes.  
 

 
May 

Many rides are in full swing also 
the Rider Training classes. Hope 
you signed up early as they fill up 
fast.  
 

June 
Just finished another T-CLOCK 
and looked at the maintenance 
schedule to see when the next 
service is required. Want that Wing 
ready to make the “Party” 
 

July 
Join the Friends old and new at 
the “Party” in Madison. Sign up 
ahead of time for great seminars 
and rider training classes. 
 

August 
 Always remember the hot “dog 
days of summer”. Make sure you 
have the proper riding gear and 
training; we can still enjoy our 
Wings.  
 

INSIDE 
 
1. Monthly tips 
 
2. Monthly tips continued 
      Protecting your Head 
 
3. Protecting your Head cont. 
       Important Message 
       Senator Mike DeWine’s letter 
 
4. Senator’s letter continued 
       MC as Emergency First Aid  
 Vehicles 
       Motorcycle Awareness 
       Best in Show 
       New Laws 
       Ohio Turnpike changes 
 
 



 2 

September 
Some members use their Wing 
less after Labor Day. The tires 
tend to be neglected. Air pressure 
is not check as often as it should 
be. You might be trying to get 
those last few miles in on worn out 
tires. You might be thinking, “I will  
wait until spring and start on new 
tires”, not a good idea.  
 

October 
Over hills and valleys to see the 
wonder of nature’s fall colors. The 
riding is great but the leaves are a 
big hazard. The four-legged dears 
are in search of a girl friend. We do 
not want to mate with them.  
 

November 
Not over yet, still can get a day or 
two to ride, weather permitting. 
There is black ice, cinders, gravel, 
rain-wash debris and many other 
things on the road. We really must 
scan AGGRESSIVELY if you are 
going to ride now.  
 

December 
Decision time to put the Wing 
away; ready to go at a moments 
notice (covered and just a little 
digging out), or the full put away  
(everything completed for a long 
winter’s nap). Either way you want 
to keep it clean and do a T-CLOCK 
before you take it out. 
 
____________________________ 
 
 

 
 

Protecting Your Head 
From The AMA 

 
An interview with David Thom, the 
head –protection research man. 

 
“Crashing is not a side of 
motorcycling we prefer to talk 
about. However, crashes, as they 
say, do happen.” 
Fortunately, there are people like 
David Thom, a researcher who 
spent the last 25 years studying 

motorcycle accidents and the ways 
to avoid them-or at least walk 
away without serious injury.  
 
At the age of 21, he joined up with 
Hugh H. Hurt, better known as 
Harry Hurt, to conduct a study of 
motorcycle accidents. The study 
ended in 1981 and it became know 
as the “Hurt Report”. It stills 
remains the most comprehensive 
report concerning motorcycle 
accidents.  
 
(Editor’s Note) 
I am inserting some of the 
questions asked during the 
interview. You can read the whole 
article all on the AMA web page. 
 
Q: How much of that original study 
is still applicable for riders today?  
 
Mr. Thom:  We think a lot of it is 
still applicable. We are not sure 
what is and what is not. That is the 
reason we need a new study. The 
list of things that has changed 
since the study is long: 
 
• New vehicle type, new 

motorcycle types, compared to 
what we where riding 25 years 
ago. New vehicles have many 
options to distract drivers; Cell 
phones are the perfect 
example.  

 
• There is still a strong feeling 

that most autos vs. motorcycle 
accidents are the fault of the 
auto. 

  
• We know alcohol is still 

involved in many fatalities. We 
do not know if it is the auto or 
motorcycle alcohol 
involvement, as they do not 
report who was impaired, just 
that alcohol was involved.  

 
Q: Are we close to getting a new 
research? 
 
Mr. Thom:  We are closer than we 
have been in a long time. There is 
an interest for a study, as the 
fatalities are increasing 
dramatically. The National 
Highway Traffic Administration had 
a project on the books but there 

were no funds. We are in the 
fourth year of steadily increasing 
fatalities. We need to find the 
answers to why the increase and 
this can only happen through a 
comprehensive study.  
  
(Editor’s Note) 
I have just received a letter from 
US Senator Mike DeWine about 
the available funds. I have his 
letter in this newsletter and his 
answer on funds. 
 
Q: How is Harry Hurt today?   
Dose he remain directly involved?  
 
 Mr. Thom:  He is the President of 
our organization. He is semi-retired 
now- he is only in a couple of days 
a week for a few hours. He does 
not ride but keeps his beautifully 
restored Norton Commando in the 
office.  
 
Q: Do you have any idea how 
many helmets you have destroyed 
doing lab testing? 
 
Mr. Thom:  Oh, thousands. 
Between motorcycles and bicycles, 
we have probably tested at least a 
few thousand. We have been 
doing it for 20 years, almost every 
day. 
  
Q: What is the most common myth 
regarding helmet usage?  
 
Dr. “Butch” Deacon said, “One of 
them is that a helmet converts a 
fatal head injury to quadriplegia”.  
That is totally erroneous. In fact, all 
the canards you hear about 
helmets are usually false – like 
they cut down visibility.  
 
Mr. Thom:  Or the extra weight will 
somehow cause basil skull 
fractures - untrue.  So all these 
myths are unfounded in scientific 
fact.  
  
Q:  When it comes to purchasing a 
motorcycle helmet, there are some 
questions regarding Snell, DOT, 
BSI… 
 
Mr. Thom:  Well, that’s a huge can 
of worms. I mean that is a huge, 
huge question, because it’s very 
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complicated. What we recommend 
for helmets is; first, get a helmet 
that you like, so you will wear it. 
 
Second, it ought to have more 
coverage, rather than less, 
because the more coverage you 
have, the more protection you will 
get. 
 
Third, it has to meet the DOT 
standards. We would say it does 
not need to meet the other 
standards-that it is OK if it does not 
meet Snell, and it is OK if it does 
not meet BSI. 
 
Beyond that, it’s very complicated. 
If you listen to Snell, they 
represent their standard as a 
higher standard. But I would ask, 
what is higher? 
 
It’s not simply a matter of Snell 
being higher than DOT. They’re 
different. We actually did a study in 
’92 where we compared a bunch of 
helmets, and we discovered that 
when you meet Snell, it makes it 
harder to meet DOT, because they 
have conflicting requirements. 
 
Q: Does that mean that a DOT 
helmet will protect me better in a 
40-mph get -off, and a Snell in a 
100-mph get-off? 
 
Mr. Thom:   There is an important 
distinction to make there. The 
speed you are going forward, 
meaning speed showing on your 
speedometer, is almost never,  
thank goodness, the speed with 
which you hit your head on 
something. Have you seen a super 
bike racer fall down doing 120 
mph? They fall off, they hit their 
head on the ground and they go 
sliding down the racetrack until 
they go into hay bales or what 
ever. The helmet has to protect 
them from the height of the fall 5 ft 
off the ground, irrespective of how 
fast they were going forward.  
 
That is another myth about 
helmets, that they cannot protect 
you at anything greater than 13 
mph, because that is the impact 
velocity of the DOT standard, 13.4 
mph. However, that does not relate 

to how fast your bike is going. If 
you impact a bridge abutment at a 
100 mph with your head, or even 
20 mph its all over.  
 
Q: Based on your years of safety 
research, what are the most 
important things riders can do to 
protect themselves on the road?  
 
Deacon: Don’t drink  
 
Mr. Thom:   Do not drink 
intoxicants and ride, absolutely. In 
addition, wear a DOT qualified 
helmet. 
 
Deacon: Wear a real helmet, as 
opposed to wearing a fake or 
novelty helmet. 
  
Mr. Thom:   Be visible, I wear a 
black leather jacket and take a lot 
of ribbing for that, but I wear a 
florescent vest over it.  Plus, we 
think, take a training course. We 
really cannot back that up, but we 
believe that in our hearts. 
 
 
 

Important Message 
 
              Please pass this on to all 
members and any one you may 
know who rides. 
As Rider Educators, we have the 
opportunity to help stop a problem 
from happing at all. All we have to 
do is Communicate.   
 
Recently a couple went down due 
to a rapid loss of air in a front tire. 
It was not due to a puncture. It was 
due to a broken valve stem 
support. The Honda engineers put 
the supports on the wheel to hold 
the valve stem from moving back 
and forth. This movement can and 
will cause the valve stem to cut 
through.  
 
When you T-CLOCK your 
motorcycle make this important 
parts of your inspection, the valve 
stem and the holder.  Yes, the 
rubber grommet close to the wheel 

will also deteriorate and cause this 
rapid loss of air.    
Have you ever replaced your valve 
stem? Do you check it every tire 
change or every 3-tire changes? 
   
One accident due to this reason is 
one too many. Please get the 
information out to all who ride. 
 
Thanks to: 
 
National Rider Educator Director  
Bob Lorenz  
 
Ohio Assistant District Director  
Kirby White 
 
They chose to communicate this 
very important message to all. 
 
 
 

 
From United States 

Senator 
Mike DeWine 

 
Dear Bill:  
 Thank you for contacting 
me regarding road and motorcycle 
safety and funding in the Fiscal 
Year (FY) 2003 Transportation 
Appropriations bills. I appreciate 
hearing from you on these issues. 
As a parent of eight children and 
grandparent of seven, I have taken 
a strong interest in the issue of 
transportation safety, and 
consistently have supported 
legislation that would improve our 
highway safety laws. Additionally I 
supported the FY2003 
Transportation Appropriations bill, 
which funding for National 
Highway Traffic Safety 
Administration programs. 
 As you know, the FY2003 
Transportation Appropriations bill, 
that was passed by the Senate 
Committee on Appropriations, of 
which I am a member, 
recommends $945,000 for the 
National Highway Traffic 
Administration’s (NHTSA) 
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motorcycle safety efforts. In 
addition, the Senate Committee on 
Appropriations recommends 
increases in funding for many 
other NHTSA programs, including 
the Highway Traffic Safety Grants 
program.  
  
The FY2003 Transportation 
Appropriations bill was not passed 
before the 107th Congress 
adjourned. Therefore, I anticipate 
that action will be taken to pass an 
FY2003 Transportation 
appropriations bill during the 108th 
Congress. At that time, I certainly 
will keep your views in mind.  
 
You may be interested to know 
that I have also co-sponsored 
S.3056 legislation to increase 
penalties for individuals who 
operate motor vehicles while 
intoxicated or under the influence 
of alcohol. This bill is pending in 
the Senate Environment and 
Public Works committee.  
 
Very respectfully yours, 
Mike DeWine 
 
____________________________ 
 
 

       

 
 

 
 
Motorcycles as Emergency 

First Aid vehicles  
 

Yes, the city of Miami has decided 
that a motorcycle can get the EMT 
personal to the scene faster than a 
four-wheel vehicle. How can that 
relate to rider education? It will 
help when more cities start to do 
the same. When motorist see a 
motorcycle they may give the 
motorcycle a second look or longer 
look to see if it might be a medic 
going to help someone,  which 

may not stop them from still pulling 
out in front of the motorcycle.  
____________________________ 
 

 
 

 
 
May is the month. Awareness is 
the topic. While we are on the 
subject of Motorcycle Awareness, 
there are many things done during 
the month of May, to let the public 
know that motorcycles will be on 
the streets with them in larger 
numbers than previous months.  
 
There have been banners placed 
across USA Main Street  
proclaiming awareness of 
motorcycles. Also Mayors 
declaring the month of May for 
awareness.  
 
Have you or your Chapter done 
anything in the past you could 
share with other Chapters? Do you 
have any ideas you would like to 
see to help the awareness 
program?  Ask your Chapter 
members if they have any thoughts 
to help communicate motorcycle 
awareness.  
 
I have seen a yellow ribbon 
campaign through out different  
Districts. Ask around, give it some 
thought and email to any of the 
Officers listed on page one with 
information.  
____________________________ 
 

 

 
 
 
Cycle World International 
Motorcycle show is making its way 
around the USA. If you get a 
chance to go, check out the new 
advancements of the bikes and the 
riding apparel. The new lightweight 
apparel is great.  

We have visited, in the past, the 
International Motorcycle Show in 
Toronto, Canada and it was great. 
A lot to see and the crowd was 
large. Linda had an interview about 
her GWRRA vest. 
____________________________ 
 

 

 
 
As the New Year starts, so do 
many laws. A lot of states are 
targeting alcohol. I believe 14 
states now have breath analyzers 
in the vehicle that two time 
offenders drive.  
 
 Here is a new 2003 law for the 
Amish Buggies. I did find this law 
amusing, as any one would if they 
have driven in Chicago, on the 
(smooth?) roadways.  
 
A law aiming to improve roads in 
east-central Illinois targeted Amish 
horse-drawn buggies, allowing 
townships to charge a fee of up to 
$50 per driver. 
 
''I can't deny the horses are 
gouging the roads, but I pay taxes 
just like everyone else,'' said 
Reuben Schrock, a horseshoe 
fitter. ''Are you going to tell me 
those trucks roaring up and down 
our roads aren't causing more 
damage?'' 
 
I would be very curious how many 
dollars that will generate.  
____________________________ 

Thanks to the Ohio Turnpike 
Commission who has announced a 
motorcycle with a small trailer is 
now class 1. You will get a class 2 
ticket when you get on and pay 
class one when you get off. I 
asked, at random, a toll taker 
about this and they knew the 
answer immediately.  


