
Gold Wing University Seminars 

 
The Gold Wing University consists of a curriculum comprising all of the different Programs within the Gold 

Wing Road Riders Association. These seminars are available to the membership at Chapter Gatherings, 

Conventions or any GWRRA sponsored event by a certified University Trainer. You as a member also have the 

ability to contact your local Trainer or District Trainer to set up a Training session for a single seminar or a 

multitude of seminars. The seminars are designed to be presented by a University Trainer versus online like the 

Online OCP. 

 

Rider Education Seminar Curriculum currently consists of six officially approved seminars.  They are: 

 

� Co-Rider Seminar 

� Road Captains Course/Seminar 

� Team Riding Seminar 

� Trailering Seminar 

� Motorcycling for the Mature Rider 

� Motorcycle Crash Scene Response 

 

In addition a commonly used seminar from Motorcycle Safety Foundation (MSF) is the: 

 

• Seasoned Rider Seminar 
 

Co-Rider Seminar 
The Co-Rider seminar is a highly developed program targeting the Co-Rider and their role on a motorcycle. Its 

design allows the Co-Rider to “Discover” aspects of their role and responsibilities on a motorcycle. The 

objective of the Co-Rider Seminar is intended to provide education and information that will result in an increased 

awareness, greater team interaction between the rider and co-rider and reduction in the risks associated with 

motorcycle riding and most of all, MORE FUN. Its focus is what it means to be a team and how the Co-Rider is 

an intricate part of the team.   

 

The Seminar will cover the following topics associated with Co-Riders & Riders working together as a team: 

 

� Preparation for the Ride 

� Communication 

� Riding Skills 

� Emergency Action 

� Miscellaneous Information 

 

Road Captains Course/Seminar 
The objective of the Road Captains Course is to provide members with education and information that will 

enable them to be better prepared and equipped to lead safe Team Rides. The seminar has both a Classroom and 

a Riding portion to allow the participants to “learn and apply” the techniques discussed.  

 

The program has three basic parts. They are: 

 There is a classroom segment discussing Road Captain concepts, Terms, Guidelines, and Hand Signals. There 

is review time for questions and comments. 

� There is a non-graded quiz reviewing the subject matter. 

� Then the class is broken up into groups of 3-5 riders. A monitor will accompany the Riders for this portion. 

Everyone will have a chance to be the “Lead” and “Drag”, and handle several scenarios and maneuvers. The 

monitor will critique the team’s performance after the ride is complete. 

 



The Seminar will cover the following topics associated with Road Captain concepts: 

� What is a Road Captain? 

� Team Riding Review 

� Planning the Ride 

� Day of the Ride 

� The Ride 

� GWRRA Hand-and-Arm Signals 

A GWRRA Rider Course Completion Cards are issued to the participants at the completion of the class. 

 

Team Riding Seminar 
One of the FUN parts of being a part of our Association is the opportunity to be a part of a team ride. To 

manage how a Team Ride works we educate our members with this seminar so everyone rides uniformly with 

the same set of guidelines. The purpose of this seminar is to educate and inform members about the benefits of 

team riding and the suggested planning and conduct of a team ride. This allows the experience of team riding to 

be an enjoyable experience for all to share in. 

This should result in: 

� A reduction in riding risk 

� An increase in riding enjoyment 

� A greater sense of togetherness and pride 

 

We will cover the following topics associated with members riding together and working as a team: 

� Why a Team? 

� Ride Planning and Preparation. 

� Responsibilities –Lead, Drag, Team Members. 

� Ride Conduct. 

 

There is a GWRRA Team Riding Manual to give to the participants at the completion of the seminar. This 

resource can be review at their leisure to hone their Team Riding skills. There is no GWRRA completion card 

for this seminar. 

 

Trailering Seminar 
When touring on our Gold Wings many of our members use Trailers to haul extra gear and supplies for 

their trip. There are added risks when pulling a Trailer with a motorcycle. This Seminar is designed to inform 

our members on this added risk and steps to minimize it. 

 

The Trailering Seminar should provide: 

• Education and Information 

• A better understanding of potential problems 

• A reduction in risk associated with trailers 

• An increase in riding safety 

 

During the Seminar we will cover the following topics associated with Trailering: 

• Types of Trailers, Suspensions and Hitches 

• Set-up of the Bike and Trailer 

• Weights and Packing 

• Braking Practice  

• Backing Up 

• Curves, Turns and Obstacle Avoidance 

• On The Road 

 



Even though this seminar focuses on the aspect of pulling a Trailer with a Motorcycle, the information applies 

to all vehicles that pull trailers. 

There is no GWRRA completion card for this seminar.   
 

Motorcycling for the Mature Rider 
 

One of the issues facing many of the members in our Association is that we are getting older. As we age our 

body is changing, which presents a set of unique issues we need to address. The purpose of this seminar is to 

identify and address these issues. This will help us compensate for these changes allowing us to have many 

additional year of riding pleasure.  

 

Topics covered in this seminar include: 

� Refresher for riding after 50 

� Focus on physical change resulting from age 

� Identify adjustments required by age  

� Identify potential problem areas  

� Provide practical and proven solutions. 

� To provide a refresher for riding skills and techniques. 

� To enhance the Co-Rider’s involvement in the riding experience 

� To provide current theory on aging. 

� Consult your physician before modifying your exercise or treatment program 
 

Motorcycle Crash Scene Response 
 

There is risk involved when riding a motorcycle. At times those factors can result in a conflict causing you or 

those around you to crash. How one is prepared and reacts to this situation can save lives. Members associated 

with GWRRA MEDIC FIRST AID have developed this seminar. It is designed to inform and prepare our 

members for such an occurrence.  

 

Why is the MCSR necessary? 

 

� The purpose of the MCSR is to suggest an appropriate course of action when a crash has occurred. 

� It is the goal and objective of GWRRA to prepare our members to respond with knowledge and confidence. 

 

The topics discussed in this seminar are: 

 

� Preparation and Planning 

� The Crash Scene Response Secure and Control 

� To Provide Rapid and Appropriate EMT Response 

� Afterward 

 

There is no GWRRA completion card for this seminar.   

 

Leadership Training Seminars 
Chapter Life 

Life Skills 

Member Orientation 

Chapter Leadership Skills 

Intermediate Leadership Skills 

Advanced Leadership Skills 



 

Chapter Life 

The basics of these seminars are to give the member the information needed to have FUN in the Chapter 

environment. The Chapter is the life of the GWRRA, so this is a must for everyone. The structure of the 

Chapter will be explained along with how to plan a successful Chapter event and have FUN doing it. Along 

with planning the event, you will be able to make eye catching flyers for your events and maybe catch a few 

new Members along the way. For those of you that loves to show off your Pride and Joy there is also a seminar 

that will give you all the details to capture that First Place or maybe even that coveted “People’s Choice”. 

 

Life Skills 

This section of seminars gives members some of the skills they will be able to use in Chapter Life or in their 

everyday life. If you need to figure how to manage your time better or ways to relieve some stress in your life, 

you will want to sit in on some of these seminars. Are you one that doesn’t remember names or are afraid to get 

up in front of a crowd and talk, there are lessons to be learned in this skill set. The world is always changing, so 

how do you manage that change, plus keep your self esteem, while balancing your time you have in 

lifeMEMBER ORIENTATION 
 

Member Orientation 

The Seminars in this section pertains to the newer member with information to help them understand the 

organization. Are you new to the organization? If so, you will definitely enjoy learning the history of and its 

structure. You will discover all the benefits GWRRA has to offer & learn the best way to participate and have 

FUN doing it. 

 

Chapter Leadership Skills 

Designed specifically for the Chapter Core Team. The seminars in this skill set are those that will greatly 

enhance your knowledge on the proper ways to achieve a first class Chapter. You will learn about how 

GWRRA is structured, finances needed, and how to produce a great newsletter. You will learn the proper way 

to delegate to others, plus how to interview for choosing a Chapter Team 

 

Intermediate Leadership Skills 

For the GWRRA Officer who wants to learn more about the Leadership role in the organization. In this skill set 

you will become aware of the proper ways to build high performance teams and how to motivate that team plus 

ways to release them in the case they don’t work out for the betterment of the Chapter. You will learn to solve 

those problems that might tend to rise from time to time. You will also be made aware of your reporting 

responsibilities to the IRS, & the how to raise funds to operate on. 

Advanced Leadership Skills 

For the GWRRA Officer who wants to learn more about the Leadership role in the organization. In this skill set 

you will become aware of the proper ways to build high performance teams and how to motivate that team plus 

ways to release them in the case they don’t work out for the betterment of the Chapter. You will learn to solve 

those problems that might tend to rise from time to time. You will also be made aware of your reporting 

responsibilities to the IRS, & the how to raise funds to operate on. 

 

 

 

 



 

Membership Enhancement Seminars 
Top Reasons Why Your Chapter Needs a Couple of the Year 

List of the advantages your Chapter will receive by having a Chapter Couple of the Year 

Couple of the Year Program (Chapter) 

Provide helpful information to promote the Couple of the Year Program at the Chapter Level. This may be 

presented at a Chapter Gathering 

Couple of the Year Program (District/Region/International) 

Provides helpful information for Couples who wish to commit and participate in the Couple of the Year 

Program beyond the Chapter Level 

Couple of the Year Program (Complete) 

This seminar covers the Couple of the Year Program from the Chapter Level through the International Selection 

Chapter of the Year Presentation 

For the Chapter that wants to participate in the Chapter of the year Program or use the Program to promote & 

increase participation within the Chapter 

Membership Enhancement Coordinator Description 

Provide direction & guidelines for members who are interested in becoming or who have been appointed to 

serve as membership Enhancement Coordinator 

Fun Activities Guide 

Provide a list of “FUN” Activities that can be used at Chapter Gatherings or District & Region Events 


