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Rider Education

“A Few Reminders...”
International Directors of Rider Education:
Tony & Michelle Van Schaick
Some have been riding for a while this time of year, and some are just bringing their trusty steeds out of hibernation. We have replaced the batteries in the Tire Pressure Monitoring sensors, checked the highway pegs for tightness, and corrected tire pressures for the constant variations in pressure due to the temperature changes. Remember to check the pressure cold. If you have not ridden for a few days and the temperature is different from
the last time you checked your pressure, it is time to do it again. Don’t rely only on the tire pressure monitor to
“check your tires”. Get down on the ground and do a hand-over-hand check to observe the tread and look for
bulges, nails, tread separation, etc. Start now to make it a habit to check your tires before every ride. MAKE the
time! It will reduce your risk as well as the risk you place others in when you put off routine checks. Regretting
not having done this after an accident is too late.

Region and District EDUCATORs are people designated to observe a University Trainer (UT) to certify him or her
to conduct Rider Ed Program (REP) area seminars including the Motorist Awareness seminars. Educators are not
authorized to certify UTs to conduct seminars in the Leadership Training Program (LTP) or the Membership Enhancement Program (MEP). Each program has designated who will be able to observe the new UT presenting a
seminar in their area to become certified to teach their program’s seminars.
UTs that present Rider Ed Seminars need to be current in their highest Rider Ed Level to renew. They must renew
every two years by teaching at least two seminars in the areas they are qualified to present.
A Motorist Awareness (MA) seminar has no expiration date. It is part of attaining Level III in the Rider Education
Program starting in 2013, as previously published in the GWRRA National newsletter, communicated to Educators and Directors, and documented in the latest edition (11) of the Rider Ed Program handbook. If someone has
already attained Level III (prior to 2013), they only need to attend a MA seminar if they desire to move up to Level
IV. Due to 2013 being a transition year for this change, there is no time penalty which would make someone wait
an additional year after they complete the MA Seminar (as along as the other requirements are met that do require
a year’s time at Level III.) The Level IV applicant must simply complete the MA seminar before applying. Those
already at Level IV need only attend a MA seminar if they desire to participate or move up in the Masters Recognition Program.
We have been hearing lots of great reports that Chapters and Districts are putting on MA seminars by planning
ahead. University Trainers qualified to present Rider Ed Program seminars are holding a MA Seminar after monthly Chapter gatherings. Attendance by the participants of the home Chapter are on the rise, and other Chapter participants are flocking to those gatherings as well. Remember to coordinate MA Seminars with the District/Region
Educator to help get the word out to as many as possible. The Rider Ed database has been modified to show
completion of the MA seminar, or identify that it is not yet attended. Contact your Chapter Educator if you need to
know what you have been credited for in the Database. For 2013, we have elected not to have the MA seminar
impact whether someone is current at Level III or above. Plan to attend a MA Seminar before 2014 if you need to
be current to move up or to renew as a UT presenting REP Seminars, PLP Facilitator, Riding Course Instructor,
etc.
Many of you have noticed that there is a new Wing World article “For Safety’s Sake” (Riding Tips Page). Check
out the April issue on page 74.This is planned as a monthly contribution.
We applaud the new “Protector” tri-weather riding jacket offered in the GWRRA Official Products store. High visibility colors and reflective piping for night riding will improve your chances of being seen – that biggest contributor to preventing accidents and injury. Check it out!
Please assist in plans to support May as Motorcycle Awareness Month!
ATGATT,
Tony & Michelle Van Schaick
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Rider Education

We’ve heard you tell us what you want and now we offer a brand new Tri-Weather jacket that is made for both
men and women riders. Our all new protective riding jacket is second to none. GWRRA is embroidered on the
back in neon green with the GWRRA logo in the same neon green on the front left chest. Jackets such as
these can cost as much as $300.00. We are offering these at an incredible price of $159.99 plus shipping. .
We’ve added an inner removable long sleeve jacket that you can add the CE certified protectors for safe riding, that also comes with hood. You can use the hood with your outer jacket to protect you from the elements
once you stop riding. Also available in women's sizes. These jackets typically run a size larger than stated.
Included with the jacket will be a UPS return label for exchange or for a full refund. International orders will
ship by Postal Service and there will be extra shipping charges involved.
Features of the jacket include the following:
 Inner jacket is zipped into place for extra warmth
 Outer jacket is made of 600d Oxford fabric with pu coating.
 100% polyester/Waterproof
 Mesh fabric for body lining.
 Inner jacket is removable windbreaker with hood made of 100% polyester
 Removable CE certified protectors on back, shoulders and pre-curved elbows
 Reflective piping for night riding.
 Adjustable straps for the waist and cuffs to loosen or tighten the jacket.


100 Polyester Inner Jacket that can also have the CE certified protectors added for warm weather riding.

MENS Measurements
Chest / Sleeve Length
SMALL-47" 25.75"
MEDIUM-50" 26.25"
LARGE-53" 26.75

WOMENS
Chest Width
SMALL 43"
MEDIUM-46"
LARGE-49"

XL-56" 27.25
2XL-59" 27.75

WOMENS
Waist Width
SMALL-39.50"
MEDIUM-42.50"
LARGE-45.50"

XL- 52"

XL-48.50"

2XL-55"

2XL-51.50"

3XL-62" 28.25"
4XL-65" 28.75"
TO ORDER, PLEASE GO TO: http://cart.gwrra.org/cart/
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“The PROTECTOR”

Rider Education

“Cell

Phones + Driving = Disaster”

International Asst. Directors of Rider Education

Joe & Jan Mazza

(February 01, 2013, The Rapid City Journal Rapid City, South Dakota)
South Dakota may become the latest state to ban texting while driving, if Senate Bill 142 is passed. The
proposed legislation would prohibit a driver of any age from using a wireless electronic device to write,
send or read a text-based communication. The Bill’s sponsor, Sen. Mike Vehle said: “We need to get people thinking that texting while driving is not safe.”
Meanwhile, a bill that would take the texting bill further by banning the use of all wireless communication
devices for teen drivers gets its first hearing in the Senate Transportation Committee on Monday. SB 106
would prohibit drivers from ages 14 to 17 from texting or using a cell phone while using a public highway.
There is a U.S. Government web page devoted to distracted driving (distracted.gov) that includes references to studies that show drivers sending or receiving text messages are 23 times more likely to cause an
accident.
(February 03, 2013 NBC Washington News)
Lawmakers in Richmond will decide this week whether to allow harsher penalties for drivers who text while
behind the wheel. The House of Delegates will consider legislation Tuesday that would increase the fine for
texting and driving from $20 to $250 for a first offense, and make it a so-called primary offense. Currently,
police cannot stop a driver solely for texting while driving. An officer can only give a citation for text messaging if a driver is also committing another offense, such as speeding. On Monday, the Senate Courts of
Justice Committee will consider similar legislation, which would propose making texting while driving a
reckless driving offense, which can result in up to a year in prison.
(February 03, 2013 The Lubbock Avalanche Journal, Lubbock, Texas)
An unthinkable tragedy happened to Jeanne and Johnny Mac Brown of Wellman on Nov. 10, 2009, when
their 17 year old daughter, Alex, was killed in a single-vehicle accident while texting and driving. Rather
than retreat into the numbness and grief of their loss, the couple and their 14 year old daughter, Katrina,
have been on a mission to keep the loss they suffered from happening to other people. They started the
Remember Alex Brown Foundation with a website. In Austin, this website led to a bill by State Representative Tom Craddick—one he called the Alex Brown Memorial Act-which was passed by the legislature in
2011 but vetoed by Gov. Rick Perry. The Governor said his reason for the veto was that the state should
not micromanage peoples’ behavior. The Governor’s deputy press secretary said the governor has no regrets about the veto but would thoughtfully review any bill that makes it to his desk. If the bill becomes law,
the Brown family’s commitment will be one of the reasons.

Continued on Next Page
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About a year ago, I wrote an article titled “Texting and Defensive Driving.” In it I talked about the many
ways drivers can become distracted while driving including texting. The following are articles pertaining to
the same topic of cell phone use and driving culled from recent news articles detailing what progress, if
any, has been made to deal with this problem.

Rider Education

“Cell

Phones + Driving = Disaster”

International Asst. Directors of Rider Education - Joe & Jan Mazza

(continued)

It is time for Florida to abandon this disgraceful group. In opposing texting bans, people often cite the same
concerns about infringing on personal freedoms that they use to argue against mandatory seatbelt and
motorcycle helmet laws. Some say an anti-texting ban is a way of needlessly creating “one more layer of
prohibitive behavior.” But an anti-texting ban is different from these self-preservation measures because it
affects the safety of other drivers. Drunken driver laws serve the same purpose. Laws that reasonably
restrict reckless driving do not infringe on personal freedom, and texting while driving is nothing if not
reckless.
In summary, let me quote a person who signs his name as Settine on the Palm Beach Post website.
Settine says; “When states hold fast to a minority position that most other states have decided is dangerous
and unwise, people should think seriously about drawing a line in the sand and demanding that their
legislatures be dragged kicking and screaming into the 21st century. To suggest that any motorist,
ANYWHERE, has the right to put other motorists at risk of injury or death because of some perceived
constitutional right to do so, is sophomoric at best, and moronic at worst”. What’s your opinion???

Joe and Gracie Mazza
Assistant International DirectorRider Education

18% of fatalities from distraction-related accidents are caused by cell phones
 You are 23 times more likely to get into an accident while texting.
 30% of teens text while driving.
 According to a car and driver study, driver’s reaction time while reading and
sending texts was way worse than while impaired with alcohol.



Stats published by CarInsurance.org
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(February 03, 2013 The Palm Beach Post Palm Beach, Florida)
Traffic deaths rose in Palm BEACH County last year. On the county’s roads and highways, 137 people
died, a 21% jump from 2011. As in any year, these fatal crashes happened for a myriad of reasons, but
police are pointing more and more to cell-phone use as a major factor. This is hardly news. According to an
estimate by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, distracted driving causes more than 5,000
deaths each year, and cell phones are a leading cause of distraction. But in Florida distracted-driving
deaths are a continuing outrage, because state legislators have refused to take so simple a step to
minimize them as banning texting on cell phones while driving. This move has been postponed because of
excessive political hand-wringing, and it is surely costing lives. Only 11 states still allow texting while
driving.

Membership Enhancement

“Statistical Awards
At Wing Ding 35”
International Directors of
Membership Enhancement:

Ed & Linda Johnson
Each year there is a little confusion about where and how to sign up for the STATISTICAL AWARDS at Wing
Ding. To help clarify this, we ask that you let others know that the sign up sheet for these awards are at the
GWRRA Information Booth at Wing Ding 35 in Greenville, SC. The Statistical Awards are not taken from pre
registration data, unless specifically stated.
If you ride your motorcycle to Greenville and meet the criteria listed below, please come by the Information
Booth and participate in this “FUN” event. Thanks,

Ed and Linda Johnson
International Directors
GWRRA Membership Enhancement Program

Statistical Awards
Sign up: Wednesday-Friday, 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. @ GWRRA Information Booth
(Awards: Saturday, July 6, 10 a.m)

Continued on Next Page
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"Recruit a NEW Member"

Membership Enhancement

“Statistical Awards At Wing Ding 35”
International Directors of Membership Enhancement:

Ed & Linda Johnson
(Continued)
ELIGIBILITY
To be eligible for any Statistical Award each person must currently be an Individual Member, Family Member,
Individual Associate Member, or Family Associate Member of the Gold Wing Road Riders Association. To be
eligible, each Member must have traveled to the event by motorcycle (not necessarily a Gold Wing or a
Valkyrie).

DEFINITIONS


A “Rider” is the person controlling a two-wheeled motorcycle, trike conversion, or motorcycle with a sidecar.



A “Co-Rider” is the person sitting behind the “Rider” of a two-wheeled motorcycle, trike conversion, or
motorcycle with a sidecar.



A “Sidecar Passenger” is a person riding in a sidecar that is attached to a motorcycle.



“Long Distance Rider” will be calculated using the most direct possible route from the rider’s home to
the Wing Ding site in Greenville, SC. This will be checked using a computer program.



“International Long Distance” is for people who have traveled to the event, with or without a motorcycle, from another country. This will be calculated using the most direct possible route from the rider’s
home to the Wing Ding site in Greenville, SC.
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To be considered for a Statistical Award, you must sign up at the GWRRA Information Booth. This can be
done from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. on Wednesday-Friday. Awards will be presented at 10 a.m. on Saturday, July 6, at
the staging area.

Membership Enhancement

“Overseas Couple
Of The Year”
International Directors of
Membership Enhancement:

Ed & Linda Johnson

In order to expand the Couple of the Year Program into Countries outside the United
States and Canada, it was necessary to establish new guidelines for the Selection of
an Overseas Couple of the Year as many Countries do not have Districts or Regions
where Selection Processes can be held. While much of the criteria in the Overseas
Couple Selection Process mirror the current Couple of the Year Manual, there are
significant differences in the overall Selection Process.
The Overseas Couple of the Year Selection Process is an addendum to the current
Couple of the Year Manual. The selection of the Overseas Couple is complete and
ready for the announcement at Wing Ding 35. The Overseas Couple of the Year will be
recognized and they will make an oral presentation at the International Couple of the
Year Selection and the Overseas Delegate Reception at Wing Ding 35. They will not
be scored or participate in the International Couple of the Year Selection but will
receive the same recognition and awards as the International Couple of the Year.
They will also be included in all Region Couple activities each year at Wing Ding.

"Recruit a NEW Member"
Ed and Linda Johnson
International Directors
GWRRA Membership Enhancement Program
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This year at Wing Ding 35, GWRRA will be recognizing and honoring the first Overseas Couple of the Year. This is will the first time an Overseas Couple has been
selected and will receive this honor. We hope you are planning on attending Wing
Ding 35 and will join us in welcoming the Overseas Couple of the Year and support
the International Couple of the Year Selection.

Membership Enhancement

“Announcing the 2012
International Chapter
Of the Year”
Asst. International Directors of
Membership Enhancement:

Bob & Karla Greer
Not now. We just wanted to get your attention for this important event. The winning
Chapter will be selected by the middle of May 2013. The winning Chapter will be
called and the first to be notified. Then an e-mail will be sent to all the Region Directors. An announcement will also be made in e-News and Insight.

During that week at Wing Ding we will be conducting two Chapter of the Year seminars. We will also host a “Meet and Greet”. At the “Meet and Greet” we will have celebrities from the 2012 GWRRA International Chapter of the Year tell us what they did
to win. Everybody is welcome. You don’t have to be a winning Chapter of the Year.
Usually, we have several past GWRRA International Chapters of the Year represented.
And, every year we have had folks join the “Meet and Greet” who have never participated in the Chapter of the Year competition but who are “gearing up” to get involved
soon.
Do you want to meet Ed and Linda Johnson, International Directors for the Membership Enhancement Program? They will host a “Meet the MEP Director” gathering
where you will have a chance to get up close and personal with them and the entire
MEP International TEAM. Here what is going on in the Membership Enhancement arena and ask questions to the “Top Dawg”.
Lots and lots of great Membership Enhancement Seminars will be presented the week
of Wing Ding 35. The times and places for all these seminars will be published in
Wing World prior to Wing Ding. There will be something for everyone so please come
join in the FUN.

Bob and Karla Greer
International Assistant Directors
Membership Enhancement Program
Chapter of the Year
CHOYcor@att.net
"Building Relationships”
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Then, at Opening Ceremonies to Wing Ding 35 in Greenville, SC on Wednesday, July
3, 2013, the 2012 GWRRA International Chapter of the Year will be introduced and recognized. We invite you to come be a part of that announcement and all the other exciting events of Wing Ding 35.

Membership Enhancement

“Introducing the 2012-2013
Region Couples of the Year”
International Couple of the Year
Coordinators:

Steve & Tammy Hollingsworth
REGION A: The Southeast Region:

Dana & Jo Voight
Lehigh Acres, Florida

Jo and I met in Aug. 2005 from Match.com. Our first date was at a Friday’s and we were
married Feb. 4th, 2006. We currently live in Lehigh Acres, FL outside of Ft. Myers. We enjoy being together and being with our friends. We were honored to of been our Chapters
ACD’s (2007/08) and the CD’s (2009/11) of a very fast growing Chapter of twenty three participants to over two hundred and seventy participants in our five year stay. Our Chapter has
become one of the most successful Chapters in the FL District.
Jo is from Georgetown, Ohio, (outside of Cincinnati) and has two sons and two grandsons;
the youngest is in Ohio now, unmarried. The other lives outside of Charlotte, NC with his
wife and two boys. Jo is an Office Manager for a produce broker in Ft. Myers. Jo loves history, reading and is a serious sports fan, GO Buckeyes! Jo got her GWRRA membership in
2006 and her Motorcycle endorsement and a new 2007 C-50 Boulevard in 2007. Jo has also held the following GWRRA positions: PR, Goodie Sales, and is currently the Chapter’s
MEC. Jo holds a Masters Level in Rider Ed.
Dana is from Pinellas Park, FL, (outside of St. Petersburg) and has no kids, just five cats.
His field of expertise is in Civil Design. Dana enjoys golf, working around the house and
making people laugh. Dana has been riding since 1979 with his first bike being a Honda 750
SS. He has also owned a GL1200, GL1500, and two GL1800’s, with over 100,000 miles of
two wheel experience. Dana joined in 1993, but let his membership go two years later and
rejoined in 2003. Dana has also held the following GWRRA positions: PR, Ride Coordinator,
and currently is the Chapter’s CHOY and Special Event Coordinator. Dana currently holds
the following: FA/CPR G2010 Instructor, Rider Ed Seminar Presenter, OCP Instructor, Master LTD Instructor, Instructor Trainer, and Horizon Instructor. Dana holds a Senior Masters
level in Rider Ed.
Together we are Road Captains, PLP Facilitators and have been the FL District Vendor Coordinators since 2010.
That’s our story and were sticking to it. Remember “today’s new friend is tomorrow’s family”.
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Our home Chapter is FL2-G, The Yellow Jackets of North Ft. Myers,
FL. We were our Chapter’s Couple of the Year for 2012, and we
were selected as the FL District’s Couple of the Year for 2012-2013.

Membership Enhancement

“Introducing the 2012-2013 Region Couples of the Year”
International Couple of the Year Coordinators:

Steve & Tammy Hollingsworth
(Continued)
REGION B: The Northeast Region

Tim & Eileen Guile
We are Eileen and Tim Guile, the current Region “B” Couple of
the Year. I (Eileen) have been riding Gold Wings since 1987
and am a Charter member of NY-N and a Life Member. My
then husband and I had a matching set of Wings and joined
Gold Wing Road Riders Association immediately after purchase.
Unfortunately, he passed away in 1993 (read the article in the
July 1993 Wing World) but I continued to ride and participate in
the Chapter. Then in 2001, along came Tim. As Tim tells it, I
told him that if we were going to be a couple he had to learn to ride and I pointed him to a Virago 750
that my son learned to ride on (Tim has three boys). Tim learned to ride, bought a Wing which I
would not let him ride until I felt he was able to handle a larger bike.
Six BAD dachshunds let us live with them. They have torn gutters off of all of our neighbors’ homes
looking for chipmunks. Watching a 10-pound doxy come tearing across the lawn with a 10’ gutter
attached to her collar is indeed quite a sight. We have many parts on hand in our garage. Or look
out a window and see only a tail wagging because one of them has dug a very deep hole. Thank
heavens for our wonderful dog sitter so we can go to events.
When we were Chapter Treasurers we decided to take the Horizons Program. That was the BEST
thing we did because our lives have been forever changed. During the seminar I passed a note to
Tim that said “Do you want to be a trainer”? He said “yes” and since then we have become Leadership Trainers, Senior Instructors, OCP Trainers, District Trainers, Region Trainers, Rider Ed Seminar
Presenters and now Master Trainers. Tim is a MFA/CPR Instructor and I am the again the Chapter
Treasurer. Tim is a Level III rider and I am a
Level IV Master rider.
We LOVE going to rallies and having FUN! We have been Dorothy and Toto, newspaper boys, a
turkey and a pilgrim wielding a meat cleaver, Paul Revere and his trusty horse “Beauty” and there
will be more I am sure. In January 2013 Jere Goodman awarded us his “Director of GWRRA FUN
Award” pin.
Being Couple of the Year at any level is such an honor. We just love helping and meeting people
and when you talk to people you will find that you ALWAYS have something in common with them.
Gold Wing Road Riders Association has enriched our lives, given us friends we consider family,
brought us knowledge and truly taught us a LOT about safety (the reason we ride with “All The Gear
All The Time”). We are proud to be Ambassadors for Gold Wing Road Riders Association!
Everywhere we go we participate. Why? Because you meet more people, you make more friends,
and you have more FUN! Sooooo………..PARTICIPATE! PARTICIPATE! PARTICIPATE!
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Ballston Lake, New York

Membership Enhancement

“Introducing the 2012-2013 Region Couples of the Year”
International Couple of the Year Coordinators:

Steve & Tammy Hollingsworth
(Continued)
REGION D: The Great Lakes Region

Mike & Penny Kadinger
Crawfordsville, Indiana

Mike’s 1st motorcycle was a Honda 50, when he was 17
years old. He moved up to a Honda 160 in 1965 before he went into the Army. When he
got discharged from the Army, we met, got married and started a family. Mike bought a Triumph and rode some, but with a young family he ended up selling it and motorcycling went
on the back burner for about 40 years. In 2007 we bought a 1985 Goldwing and started riding again: first with a Harley group because we weren’t aware of GWRRA, then in July of
2008 some friends invited us to a Gathering……we loved it and immediately joined GWRRA. We got involved in our chapter, I became Newsletter Editor early in 2009 and we also
became Chapter Educators and Mike became a Medic First Aid Instructor. We also moved
up to a 2000 Goldwing in 2009. We both love riding and being surrounded by our GWRRA
Family.
In 2011 we were chosen to be Couple of the Year for our Chapter A2, Lebanon, IN. We
were so honored especially since we were just doing what we really enjoyed. We became
our Chapter MAD Coordinators and LTP presenters in late 2011, we continue to hold these
positions. We have taken OCP, Horizons and numerous Seminars.
In 2012 we joined the Indiana District Team as Assistant Ride Educators and were selected
the Indiana District Couple of the Year, another great honor for just doing things we love.
We bought a 5th wheel Toy Hauler so we can camp at Rally’s and we also do a lot of camping and riding with our chapter and district. In September of 2012 at the Region “D” Rally
we were selected 2012-2013 Region ”D” Couple of the Year. We have attended many
Chapter Events, Rally’s and Wing Dings. This has been such a wonderful experience for
us, we have met so many great people and made so many great friendships…we are so excited to be a part of the International Couple of the Year Selection and would love to represent GWRRA as your International Couple of the Year so we can continue to spread the
word about this great organization. We can’t wait to meet and get to know all of the couples…..Thank you GWRRA!!
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We have been married 46 years and have three children,
one daughter, two sons and eight grandchildren ages 5 to
25 years. Mike is a retired Firefighter and has been selling Fire & Safety Equipment for the past 16 years. Penny
has owned and operated a children’s daycare business
for the past 43 years. We both continue to work.

Membership Enhancement

“Introducing the 2012-2013 Region Couples of the Year”
International Couple of the Year Coordinators:

Steve & Tammy Hollingsworth
(Continued)
REGION E: America's Heartland
Mitchell & Susan Bence
Watseka, Illinois

Gold Wing Road Riders Association

Mitchell has worked in the construction industry for many years and currently works
as an Operating Engineer. He has been interested in motorcycling most of his life.
Mitchell’s parents belonged to a motorcycle club in the 50's and introduced him to the
sport at a very young age. Mitchell introduced Susan to the sport of Goldwinging"
shortly after "bumping into him" at a mall in Lafayette, Indiana. Yes, that is how they
met; they literally bumped into each other while Christmas shopping in early December 2006. Mitchell serves on the Board of Directors for the Iroquois County Historical
Society. He also serves their church, Watseka First Christian, as Vice Chairman.
Mitchell is a proud member of Masonic Lodge #446 Watseka, Illinois and a 32nd degree Mason at the Valley of Danville, Illinois.
Susan has worked as an educator, high school coach, college administrator, and
CEO at a not for profit organization. She is an elected official serving her third term
on the Iroquois County Board where she serves on the Finance Committee, Policy
and Procedure Committee and Chairman of the Judicial and Public Safety Committee. Susan can often be seen attending meetings on her Suzuki Boulevard 650. Susan also serves her community on many different boards including: Ford/Iroquios
Board of Public Health (President Elect); East Central Illinois Community Action
Agency; University of Illinois Extension Unit Council (President); Iroquois County Historical Society; Pledge for Life Partnership; and Past Chairman of the Board,
Watseka First Christian Church.
Susan looks forward to the day they trike their bike so she can drive and Mitchell can
sit behind her. Mitchell and Susan truly enjoy winging the U.S.A as soul mates.
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Mitchell and Susan Bence from Watseka, Illinois
are proud members of Illinois Chapter C and the
Region E Couple of the Year for 2012-2013. They
were married on New Year's Eve in 2007. Together
they have three children and four grandchildren.
Shortly following their wedding, they bought a new
Goldwing. She is affectionately called Delilah.

Membership Enhancement

“Introducing the 2012-2013 Region Couples of the Year”
International Couple of the Year Coordinators:

Steve & Tammy Hollingsworth
(Continued)
REGION F: The Southwest Region
Mike & Ruth Burke
Sonora, California

Mike bought his first Goldwing from a friend who belonged to a “local” motorcycle club that he referred to
as “GW”. He talked Mike into attending one of their
monthly meetings, which Mike was not at all interested in, because “I only ride alone." But our friend said
they were really nice and fun people, and we would enjoy this group. That was an understatement, because they were indeed a great bunch of folks who knew how to have fun.
Mike continued to attend the monthly meetings, while Ruth enjoyed her “sleeping in” on her
day off. After several months of Mike encouraging Ruth to attend “just one” of their meetings, so she could judge for herself what a great group of people the “Frogs” were, she finally dragged herself out of bed and attended the “gathering”. We have been GWRRA members ever since.
After about six months, Nick Riolo took over as Chapter Director and was looking for an
assistant CD, and he approached Mike to take up that position. “What does a ACD do?, ”
asked Mike. “Nothing”, said Nick. “Well, I can do nothing really well”, said Mike. “You are on
your own”, said Ruth, and the hook was set. This was the beginning of a commitment that
we have loved for every minute of our involvement. That was 2003, and since that time, we
have been ACD, CD, Treasurer, Blood Bank Coordinator, Webmaster, Educator (starting
this month), Assistant District Educator/ Medic First Aid Coordinator, Chapter and District
Artist, Chapter COY, District COY, and are currently the Region F COY, and the District
COY Coordinators. We will be going to Wing Ding this year to participate in the International
COY Program. For two people who signed up to do “nothing”, we have been pretty busy and
active in GWRRA, and loved every minute of it. We have met hundreds of wonderful people
from just about every state in the Union, and some from other countries. We have had the
opportunity to travel to other states (27), plus Canada, that may not have happened if not for
our involvement in GW. We are looking forward to being Chapter Educator, and a part of
the District Staff under Vincent and Pam Puterbaugh.

Page 17

Friends for Fun, Safety & Knowledge

Gold Wing Road Riders Association

We have been married for 25 years and have two
sons and six grandsons. We met at work over 30
years ago where we were both teachers in Angles
Camp, CA. Ruth was an Art teacher and Mike was a
Math/Science teacher. Right and left brains united.

Leadership Training

“Conversation Skills”
International Directors of Leadership Training
Paul & Cheryl Brosher
The art of being a good conversationalist consists not so much in thinking up a lot of
clever things to say, or heroic experiences you can relate, but in opening up to the other person and getting them to talk. If you can stimulate other people to talk (and keep
talking), nothing will work better to get that person to warm up to you and be more receptive to your ideas when you are talking.

Keep the conversation steered to the other person’s interests by asking questions:
Why? How? Where? How? If you meet someone that owns a motorcycle, you wouldn’t
say “Let me tell you about my motorcycle.” Instead, you can ask “What kind of motorcycle do you have? What color is it? How long have you been riding? Where are your
favorite destinations? With whom do you typically ride?” Talk about yourself only when
you are invited to do so by the other person.
Another secret of being a good conversationalist, and making people want to talk to
you, is to be positive and enthusiastic. Nobody likes to be around a “gloomy” person
for very long. Try to keep your troubles to yourself rather than airing them in public. Enlist the confidence of a spouse or good friend, or write your frustrations on paper, when
you need to in order to maintain your cheery disposition.
One of the highest compliments you can pay another person is to listen to them.
Through your patient listening, you tend to increase the other person’s self-esteem just
by paying attention. Your simple action says that they are worth something. Remember
people like being paid attention to.
So as you converse with people throughout the holidays, relax and give these tips a try.
You never know...it may just help you remember their name and make a new friend in
the process!
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Making a “u-turn” may not be the thing to do in traffic, but it is a must in conversation.
YOU is a magic word if you use it correctly. Most of us tend to turn the conversation
around to I and me. That simple change can stall a conversation. Remember, human beings are innately interested in themselves, so learn to resist the temptation.

Friends for Fun, Safety & Knowledge

Gold Wing Road Riders Association

GWRRA
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Special Interests Group- RV & Camping

“Good Planning Is The Key to SuccessPART #2”

The second half of our Camping Schedule once again focuses on strengthening our family bonds.
After Wing Ding we will travel west to Splash Magic Campground and RV Resort in Northumberland, PA. This campground has a Water Park that will keep our older grandkids busy from sunrise
to sunset. Kids really love to spend time in the water and usually will only be lured back to the RV
by the aroma of Julia’s cooking. At the beginning of August we will be heading south to Belle Isle
State Park in Lancaster, Virginia. The Chesapeake Bay Area is truly breathtaking with lots of great
seafood restaurants. Combine that with camping together with our son Joe plus tons of back roads
to explore on the GL1800 and it’s a Win/Win destination. At the end of August the RV will be heading north to Salisbury Beach State Park in Salisbury, MA. There we will meet up with our youngest
grandkids for a camping vacation at the beach. Even when we made our reservations 6 months in
advance, the prime locations were already booked. We used Google Maps to get a bird’s eye view
of the campsites and picked the best one available. Once again, good planning is the key to success.
In September we will travel southwest to Gettysburg, PA for the GWRRA Pennsylvania District Rally. For an American History Buff, Gettysburg offers endless opportunities to experience up-close
and personal one of the great battles of the Civil War. We attended this PA Rally here last year and
had so much FUN we decided to return this year. We lead a wonderful back roads ride to Harpers
Ferry, Virginia that allowed us to stop along the way and enjoy a slice of Americana that is rarely
seen by those travelers that stick to the main roads. We will be staying at the Gettysburg
Campground Resort where they will be having a local car show that weekend but there are lots of
other campgrounds available in the area.
In August we will once again be hosting the GWRRA Northeast Region B Campout. This year our
destination will be at Knoebles Amusement Park in Elysburg, PA. Our GWRRA Camping & RV SIG
will be setting up camp at Knoebles’ Lake Glory Campground. Knoebles is America’s Largest Free
Admission Amusement Park. It’s an old fashion amusement park were you buy a roll of tickets and
choose what rides & attractions you want to enjoy. They have wonderful food venues available
throughout the park and their prices are very reasonable. We had such a wonderful time camping
last year in Cape May, NJ that once our Region B Directors, Tom & Renee Wasluck, announced
Lake Glory as the new destination, the campground was inundated with reservations. Once again
combining Camping & RV Events to promote GWRRA is a sure way to not only maintain our members happy but also it’s a great tool to attract new members.
Take a look at last year’s schedule to see how easy it is to make. It’s also a nice database to have
as a guide to future adventures. Hope to see you on the road.

Jorge and Julia Perez
GWRRA International
Camping and RV SIG Representatives
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International RV & Camping
SIG Representatives
Jorge & Julia Perez

Special Interests Group- RV & Camping

Gold Wing Road Riders Association

Friends for Fun, Safety & Knowledge

Grandkids Gavin & Isabella
At Lake Glory Campground

Julia’s Mom, Rosa and
Retired New Jersey
Chapter H Director Rob
At the Chapter H camping
weekend.
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Special Interests Group-HAM Radio

“Wing Ding 35 HAM Update”
International HAM Radio SIG Representatives
73, Robert & Joan Partigianoni
Hello fellow Hams and Gold Wingers. It is now time to be thinking of the upcoming Wing
Ding in Greenville, S.C. I have posted some of this information before, but here is the latest
updated information and a second request to make sure we show up at Wing Ding with our
Ham Radio intact.

The Blue Ridge Amateur Radio Society will be glad for you to use the repeaters as you
need, we have two repeaters and they are at 146.610 minus with no tone, and the other is at
146.820 minus with no tone. The 146.610 is located on Caesars Head Mountain at 3500 feet,
and 146.820 is on Paris Mountain, the 146.610 is long range and 146.820 is local.
The 146.610 has a Net that operates every night at 9 pm, every day of the year, I call the net
on Friday nights and there is a different net control every night, I'm the Club President and
the Hamfest Chairman this year. Look forward to seeing you guys when you get here, Used
to ride myself.
There are some 440 repeaters in the area, but not under my Club, one is local at 442.250
plus with no tone it is on Paris Mountain.
So the plan coming into the area, one would want to use 146.610 and when in Greenville riding around use 146.820. While in the Convention Center use 146.520 as our main talk
around frequency indoors and use 146.550 and 146.580 as additional frequencies for talk
around indoors when 146.520 gets too busy.
Everyone please at least bring a Handi Talkie (HT) to Wing Ding and use the local repeaters.
Don’t forget the 9PM net 7 days a week, I am sure it would be nice to check into the net and
mention that you are one of the GWRRA folks.
Here is some D-Star information SC General Use Reflector 54A https://sites.google.com/site/
southcarolinadstar/dstar-reflectors.

C Ya
73 Rick / KD4DRA

Robert & Joan Partigianoni
WB5JZP / KA2BRS
wb5jzp@suddenlink.net
(337) 397-2201
Ham Radio SIG Director
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In preparation for this event, I have contacted the President of the Blue Ridge Amateur Radio Society in Greenville. I ask for all of us, for permission to use their repeaters, and to let
them know that there will be several unknown Hams in the area.

REGION H CONVENTION
Marshall, Texas

NEVADA DISTRICT
CONVENTION
Laughlin, Nevada

REGION A
COY
Rendezvous
Bainbridge, GA

INDIANA DISTRICT
CONVENTION
Lebanon, Indiana

REGION F CONVENTION
St George, Utah

REGION F
(continued)

GO TO http://gwrra.org/events/index.php FOR DETAILS.

