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Rider Education

“Looks Like We Made IT- 2013”
International Directors of Rider Education:

Your Rider Ed team has been very busy over the holidays. It has been over two years since we last had a major revision of the guidelines we use for Rider Ed. Many changes in policies and expectations have occurred in
that time. These were changes that we embrace as enhancements in our never-ending quest to improve our
service to the Membership. Without documentation, we were beginning to be at risk of falling back into a
mode where knowledge was passed down by word-of-mouth rather than fact. (Have you ever played the
game where you whispered something into the ear of the closest person and wait to see what the final message was once it came full circle from the other players?) The last time we were involved in this was in late
2003 when previous Rider Ed Director Bob Lorenz asked us for help with a revision (Rev 8 at that time) that
was about ten years overdue. This time around, we tried to stem the tide by the use of addendums posted on
the Rider Ed website so that changes/expectations could be documented and available to all until the next
revision. Rider Ed seminars and the impact of GWRRA University (GWU) have been hard to nail down as we
learn more and receive more support during its initial implementation, but we now have enough information to
make the change happen.
The Rider Ed Program (REP) Handbook Revision 11 has now been drafted and is out to the International
Team and Region Educators for review and comment. Input is due back no later than 1/28 so that we can release the new revision by the end of January. One of the new features users will enjoy is that rather than having to scroll to the area of interest or searching using a word or phrase finding feature, the user will be able to
click on the table of contents and go directly to the area listed. A few highlights to whet your curiosity: We
have incorporated all the outstanding addendums (appointment process, range modifications, and PLPs). We
finally have some job responsibilities listed for the Director of Rider Course Programs, and the Director of Drill
Teams. The staffing/appointment process of the CPR/First Aid Coordinator and Motorist Awareness Coordinators has been formalized and brought in line with how Educators are appointed for consistency throughout
Rider Ed. Seminar Presenters have been updated to GWRRA University Trainers (UTs). The known impact of
GWU on Rider Ed has been documented. Numerous Rider Ed forms have been impacted by the changes and
have been sent to the REP Web Master for posting. The N.6 (monthly Rider Ed reporting), N.7 (Level I-III Application), and N.9 (Level IV Application) were revised. Numerous graphic images were updated to current
logos, patches, and processes.
MFA – Larry Stiles is working on integrating the G2010 standard and the new MEDIC FIRST AID® Training
Center Administrative Guidelines into the revision of the Rider Ed handbook. We have been making progress
with the schedule, location, and audio-visual support equipment needed for CPR/First Aid courses at Wing
Ding this summer in Greenville, SC. We are preliminarily planning a full day initial CPR/First Aid course from 9
-5 on Friday and a partial day Renewal class on Thursday from 1-5 PM in room 100A/B at the TD Convention
Center.
Riding Courses – Harry Dollarhide asked for new forms (N.29 and N.30) which were created for use as a pre
-course skill evaluation for new Riding Course Instructors. Wing Ding range locations will be at the Greenville
Technical College with riding course classrooms at Nursing Building # 117 in rooms 342, 343, and 344. The
schedule is drafted and volunteers are starting to fill in the instructor slots.
Seminars – as a correction from last month we should have stated that UTs that wish to certify and remain
certified to teach Rider Ed and Motorist Awareness Seminars need to be current in the Rider Ed Levels program (not at Level II). This means current at the highest level attained, but at least at Level I. Once we have
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Rider Education

“Looks Like We Made It= 2013”
International Directors of Rider Education:
Tony & Michelle Van Schaick
(continued)
.confirmation of the Wing Ding classrooms available and what Audio/Visual equipment is needed at the TD
Convention Center Ron Lantz will work with GWRRA University/Leadership Training to schedule Rider Ed related seminars and begin coordinating and inviting volunteer UTs.

Wing Ding – Per the posted preliminary Wing Ding Schedule, the Breakfast Fundraiser associated with the
Wing Ding Grand Parade Saturday morning will not impact the Master’s Luncheon which will be held from
12:30 – 2 PM (location TBA).
Drill Teams - Greenville, SC Wing Ding locations for Drill Team activities are listed as the Greenville Downtown
Airport, 100 Tower Drive. We will have Drill Teams, Top Gun and Amazing Team Challenge events for the
2013 Wing Ding.
Parking Lot Practice (PLP) – the new addendum was integrated into Revision 11 of the REP Handbook.
Database – John Bourg continues to work on the batch roster addition portion where we will enter the entire
roster of course attendees and have that update all the different people’s training information rather than individually entering the same data for each person. John will be the first to tell you that is is much easier said than
done!
Reminder that the End of 2012 Rider Ed related Reports (Educators/Motorist Awareness) are due on January
5th (Chapter), 10th (District), 15th (Region), and 31st (International). The International Team each provide an update o the status of their respective sub-programs. Using this data we can gage our progress in 2012 and plan
for success in 2013 by setting goals to strive for. Good goals help us work together for a common cause, focusing available resources. Please do your part to make this an effortless process.
Educator of the Year and Hall of Fame Educator nominations are due soon. Please take some time to honor
someone that deserves recognition for their efforts to serve the Membership. Guides for how to write a nomination for each of these awards are available on request. It is also not too early to think about your MFA Instructor of the Year and recipient of MA Coordinator of the Year Awards at Wing Ding.
In closing, we had a great holiday season as we had the opportunity to spend some time with our oldest daughter from Christmas through New Years. We asked Santa to replace our helmets since they were now 5 years
old and were showing signs of wear. We did check between the comfort liner and the impact absorbing liner for
the date of manufacture (2012) to ensure we were not getting a helmet that had already lost years of life while
on the shelf. All helmets have this sticker.
If you partake of New Year’s Resolutions, consider one that will enable you to improve your chances for survival while riding in 2013. That is one worth keeping! Ask your Educator to line up some training for you in the
near future – it’s their primary job! Tomorrow is New Year’s Day and we are planning on a “Polar Bear” ride with
Continued On Next Page
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Motorist Awareness Program – We have sent word to the Region and District Educators to be prepared to
serve Members that will need a Motorist Awareness (MA) Seminar to complete Level III in 2013. A Rider Ed
certified UT can present the MA seminars. In the transition period for this new requirement (2013), there is no
penalty to make the applicant who reached Level III prior to 2013 wait an additional year after the MA seminar
is complete. This MA seminar must simply be completed before applying for Level IV. For Level III’s achieved in
2013 and be-yond, the one year requirement to have all conditions met will apply. The Motorist Awareness
Seminar does not expire. Joe Mazza has waited patiently for his vision to be realized!

Rider Education

“I Think We Made It- 2013”
International Directors of Rider Education:
Tony & Michelle Van Schaick
(continued)
the local Chapter; in part so that our northern Friends can ride vicariously through us!

Happy New Year!
Tony & Michelle Van Schaick
GWRRA International Directors of Rider Education
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Rider Education

“I NEVER SAW HIM...

HE CAME OUT OF NOWHERE!”
International Asst. Directors of Rider Education

Joe & Jan Mazza
I have asked my good friend and Wisconsin District Motorist Awareness coordinator, Bill Bannasch, to write
an article for us pertaining to his very successful MA program. Bill has been working diligently with the high
school driver education classes in his district. I have been emphasizing the importance of getting our message of “sharing the road” to our neophyte drivers. Incorporating the idea of looking for motorcycles along
with the other safe driving habits taught in these classes makes sense and hopefully saves lives.
Joe and Jan Mazza
Assistant International Director Rider Education
Motorist Awareness Director

“I NEVER SAW HIM... HE CAME OUTTA NOWHERE !”
Those are the most common statements heard at a collision between an automobile and a motorcycle.
They are usually made by the operator of the auto because the motorcyclist is unconscious (or worse). As
riders, we wonder: “How can they NOT see us? Or, are they just NOT looking?” A lack of attention on the
part of the driver does explain some of the car/bike collisions, but what about the distracted driver, or “cell
phones & texting”, eating food while driving, or unruly children, etc.? All of these can contribute. When
driving, people are looking for other cars and consequently don’t see unexpected events like motorcycles.
It is hard for a motorcyclist to understand why or how anyone can miss or overlook seeing something as
large as a touring bike, or drive their vehicles as if motorcyclists were an annoyance on the road.
Many crashes occur because the driver of the other vehicle simply “did not see the motorcycle.” In fact,
investigating officers report that the most common cause of a vehicle/cycle crash is the vehicle driver turning left in front of a motorcycle because he or she didn’t see it. Drivers often tend to underestimate both
the size and the speed of on-coming motorcycles. When a crash occurs, motorcycle and moped riders
rarely escape injury. Too often they are killed. Many motorcycle crashes can be avoided if other vehicle
drivers watched more carefully for motorcycles and gave them equal rights on the road.
Our GWRRA Motorists Awareness Program growth has been phenomenal in 2012. Our International RE &
MAP Director, Joe Mazza, has been positively instrumental in its growth since taking over the reigns beginning 2012. There have been changes in updating current MA seminars as well as the developing of new
MA Seminars. “Share the Road” & “Blind Spots” have been melded into the “Think Motorcycles” seminar,
and the newest MA Video titled: Crash Test Project”, which made its debut at Wing Ding in Ft. Wayne this
year In my opinion, it should be nominated for an Oscar. It is an outstanding eye-opener and should be
“required” viewing at every future Motorists Awareness event, nationwide.
In the continuing education program and promotion of Motorist Awareness in the public arena, there has
also been a push to get the “Share The Road” and “Think Motorcycles” message out in the Drivers Education classes in local high schools and Drivers Training Schools. What better place is there to “affect” and
“effect” the learning skills and thinking habits of our youthful drivers than to talk to them in the classroom
about Motorists Awareness before they actually get out there on the road. The focus of our Region E, Wisconsin District, Motorist Awareness Team, during the last Quarter of 2012 was to do just that.
Continued On Next Page
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Rider Education

“I NEVER SAW HIM... HE CAME OUT OF NOWHERE”
International Asst. Directors of Rider Education: Joe & Jan Mazza

(continued)

Motorist Awareness in Wisconsin has been growing in the last 2-yrs. We held a 2-day MAD EXPO in Wasau in 2011 with multiple Seminars, tables of safety gear, safety videos, MAD road signs for sale, etc., and
we are planning another similar MAD EXPO in Racine, WI. for this upcoming year 2013.
We believe that GWRRA, with our Rider Education and Motorist Awareness Programs, have a tremendous
warehouse of motorcyclist safety knowledge, Rider and Co-Rider education, Membership Enhancement,
Leadership Training, Rider Skill Courses, and a “powerhouse” of volunteers, with commitment, to keep the
message out there, that “Sharing the Road”, “Looking for Blind Spots”, and “Thinking Motorcycles” will
hopefully keep us All “SAFE” on all of our highways !
We ARE, and always WILL BE: FRIENDS, for FUN, SAFETY, & KNOWLEDGE !
Bill & Mervi Bannasch, Region E
Wisconsin-D/E, D/MAD Coordinators, D/LTP
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We found that the fall season and even the upcoming early spring months would hold the best opportunity
to accomplish this, as the high schools and Drivers Training Schools hold their classroom portion of their
program during these time periods, and then do all their range driving during the warmer spring and summer months. We have gone into six(6) different drivers ed classes with an attendance of 100-students during October & November 2012. We were more than surprised at the “positive” response in our Motorist
Awareness Program, as well as the many questions, particularly about Blind Spots and Merging into traffic,
that we received from the students during our presentations. As part of our MA seminars we also set up a
table displaying many pieces of Rider Safety equipment, multiple helmet types, heated & air-cooled mesh
jackets, gloves, pamphlets, brochures, etc. The student responses were overwhelmingly favorable, and we
have been invited to continue presenting our MA seminars to other high schools throughout our area, including the Ries Driving School (Fond du Lac, WI). They have all given us their itinerary/schedules for next
spring 2013, to do as many as our schedule will permit.

Membership Enhancement

“GWRRA UNIVERSITY TRAINING”
International Directors of
Membership Enhancement

Ed & Linda Johnson
The following article is a reprint from the South Carolina Chapter “I” January Newsletter Chapter Directors,
Joyce and Isaiah Rice. What a wonderful way to promote the GWRRA University and provide information and
training to our Members. If your Chapter has University Trainers, please use them. If your Chapter does not,
then get with the Region or District Educator or Trainer and find someone that can give Seminars at your
Chapter Gatherings.
Ed and Linda Johnson
International Directors
GWRRA Membership Enhancement Program

Joyce and Isaiah Rice
SC Chapter “I”

Gold Wing Road Riders Association (GWRRA) is evolving. There is a new acronym GUT which
stands for Gold Wing University Trainer. There are members of our association who decided to
go the extra mile in implementation of our association’s motto "Friends for Fun, Safety &
Knowledge". Because so many of our participants would like to know more about the association and all that it has to offer, we have decide to pass the information on to our participants. The
training is free of charge. Chapter "I" has three University Trainers: Mike E, Joyce & Isaiah. Beginning 7 Jan 2013 at 10:00am in Jimmy's Family Restaurant, we will give our first Seminar of
the New Year. Our intent is to give seminar, eat and go for a ride.

Who: Any GWRRA member or Associate member
What: Training will be provide in the form of a seminar
When: 1st Monday of the Month
Where: Jimmy's Family Restaurant in Seneca, SC
Why: The purpose is to provide meaningful information to our mem-bers which may improve the understanding of GWRRA, save a life or make us and others aware of the possibilities of personal growth within our association, Knowledge is Power!!
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Membership Enhancement

Chapter Couple of the Year
Now is the time of year when Chapters should be thinking about
choosing a Couple of the Year. It’s important to remember that this
is an honor bestowed on a Couple who has done a lot for the
Chapter and that it is not a responsibility. They should not be
asked if they are willing to be Couple of the Year, they should be
awarded this title as an Honor. There are no requirements in the
position; they only need to continue to do the things that they’ve
been doing that earned them the honor of Chapter Couple

“Honor Your Chapter Couple”
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Membership Enhancement

HAPPY NEW YEAR
2012-2013
REGION COUPLES OF THE YEAR

REGION N
TOMMY & GAYLE WILSON
2012-2013 COUPLE OF THE YEAR

REGION F
MIKE & RUTH BURKE
2012-2013 COUPLE OF THE YEAR

REGION A
DANA & JO VOIGHT
2012-2013 COUPLE OF THE YEAR
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REGION H
DALE & CARLEEN GARRETT
2012-2013 COUPLE OF THE YEAR

Membership Enhancement

REGION E
MITCHELL & SUSAN BENCE
2012-2013 COUPLE OF THE YEAR

REGION D

MIKE & PENNY KADINGER
2012-2013 COUPLE OF THE YEAR

REGION I
MIKE & JANET TURNER
2012-2013 COUPLE OF THE YEAR

COME SUPPORT US AT WING DING 35
GREENVILLE, SC JULY 3-6, 2013
FOR THE INTERNATIONAL COUPLE OF THE YEAR SELECTION
(July 2, 2013)
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REGION B
EILEEN & TIM GUILE
2012-2013 COUPLE OF THE YEAR

Membership Enhancement

“WHAT IS THERE TO DO?”
International Directors of
Membership Enhancement

Ed & Linda Johnson
WHAT IS THERE TO DO?

Well let’s consider a few options or opportunities. Have you considered taking a Rider Education, Leadership Training or Membership Enhancement Seminar? Have you considered
taking the GWRRA University Trainer Development Program and becoming a University
Trainer? Have you considered attending and participating in a GWRRA Region, District, or
Chapter Winter Event? What about taking the online Officer Certification Program (OCP)?
Another great opportunity is to participate in a Horizons Program. What a great way to learn
more about GWRRA and spend the day with your GWRRA family. Many Events are posted
on the GWRRA web site.
We know the first thing you will say is that there is none of these in my area. Well have you
considered contacting your Region or District Educator or Trainer and assisting them in setting up a Training Seminar in your area? If you are looking for something to do chances are
there are others in you Chapter or area that are also looking for something to attend. Another suggestion would be to work with your Chapter Director in setting up a winter Event or a
Training Day for your Chapter.
Need an Instructor? There are numerous Educators and Trainers in our Association who
are looking for a place to present a Seminar and pass on valuable information about GWRRA and safety to our Members. Just contact your Region or District Educator or Trainer. In
many cases they will be able to provide an Instructor to come to your Chapter to present the
type Seminar you are looking for.
If the winter weather does not permit a safe ride in your area, think outside the box, there
are many activities available to keep you involved and busy.
"Recruit a NEW Member"
Ed and Linda Johnson
International Directors
GWRRA Membership Enhancement Program
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Rick and Madalena Buck, Membership Enhancement Program Webmasters and Florida
District Trainers are always reminding us of how warm the weather is in their area and how
often they get to ride during the winter months. We in turn tell them we are sitting by the fire
because it is toooooo cold outside to ride. What is a Winger to do when the weather prohibits enjoying a safe ride during the winter months?
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